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1910 Fires - overview

First becoming involved with th

ÅThe summer of 1910 remains one of the most catastrophic fire seasons in    
American history.  

Å¢ƘŜ мфмл CƛǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ƭƻǿǳǇέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ур ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ
burned 3 million acres August  20-21 in northern Idaho and western Montana. 

ÅNo single event in the history of the Forest Service has had a more far reaching
impact than the Big Blowup.

ÅThe Big Blowup transfixed the national public and galvanized support in Congress   
the for the newly formed Forest Service ςfire suppression became top priority.

ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ мфмл ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƛǊŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ

Stephen Pyne- 2001



The Fires

The Forest Service



1910 ςMajor fire trending

v1889 -- major northwest cities burn: 
June ςSeattle;  
July ςEllensburg; 
August - Spokane;

Major John Wesley Powell ς¦{D{ мууф wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΥ  άL 
passed through South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, 
Washington, Oregon, and Idaho by train.  .  .  During all that trip a 
mountain was never seen.  This was because the fires in the 
mountains created such a smoke that the whole country was 
ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǾƛŜǿΦέ

aŀƧƻǊ CƛǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻŜǳǊ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŜ

21 major fire episodes in 450 years:
1931, 1926, 1919, 1910, 1904, 1896, 1889, 
1878, 1870, 1859, 1844, 1830, 1814, 1804, 
1790, 1772, 1764, 1738, 1654, 1580, 1542.

First 300 years ς11
Next 70 - 10



ÅDrought began in April 1910 - crop failures throughout region ς
agricultural industry & railroads  laid off thousands, many of whom  
ended up on fire lines.

Å1910 one of driest on record ς
In Wallace:   June .71  - July .27  - Trace  in August

Average - June 2.24 - July 1.01 - August 1.28

ÅEstimated 56% of total fires occurred on railroad rights of way, although 
most of the fires associated with the Big Blowup were lightning fires.

ÅFires by June were widespread and increased throughout summer, with      
southwest winds a constant.

1910 ðConditions


