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Welcome to the 2010 Montana Communities and Wildfire Conference
Wildfire Preparedness: It’s Your Responsibility

February 25, 2010
Dear Conference Attendees:

Greetings from all of us at FireSafe Montana, and many thanks for making the effort to attend our third Mon-
tana Communities and Wildfire Conference. The theme for 2010 is “Wildfire Preparedness: It's Your Re-
sponsibility”. This year's conference offers many opportunities to learn from both fire professionals and Mon-
tana citizens who are actively involved in creating homes, neighborhoods, and communities that can survive
wildfire.

FireSafe Montana grew out of our first conference in Helena in 2006 and reflects the growing awareness of
this issue around the state and a realization that a non-governmental entity was needed to facilitate a proac-
tive, community-based response. I'm pleased to report that over the past four years FireSafe Montana has
established itself as a viable non-profit organization with an effective statewide network. While much work
remains to be done to extend our network to all 56 counties and many more Montana communities, we can
be proud of what we've started.

Over the past year, FireSafe Montana has concentrated on two primary areas of focus. One is to assist com-
munities around the state in launching FireSafe Councils; and the other is to expand our educational materi-
als to provide a range of information for homeowners, landowners, and our FireSafe Councils. We now have
eight local councils around the state, a total of 75 paying members, and four business sponsors. In the past
year, we have upgraded our website, produced and distributed thousands of copies of Living with Fire, a six-
teen page booklet for Montanans living in the wildland-urban interface, and produced a DVD focused on how
to start a local FireSafe Council.

Other noteworthy accomplishments include holding our first “Wildfire Preparedness Week” in June that
included a press conference a the Capital and a large community event in Whitefish, MT and assisting the
Governor's Office of Community Service in a week-long "Fire Ready Montana" tour in August.

As we look ahead, | want to encourage everyone to get involved in this years “Wildfire Preparedness
Week”, which begins June 21, 2010. This event is designed to foster coordination between the private sector
(neighborhood councils and homeowner associations, insurance agents and companies, conservation groups,
Realtors, and fuel reduction contractors) and the public sector (local fire departments, county officials, state
DNRC, and the Montana Disaster and Emergency Services, as well as our federal partners like the Bureau of
Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, and Bureau of Indian Affairs) to mitigate the effects of wildfire.

We trust that you will find all of the presentations, panels and workshops useful, and that you will find a way
to plug into our growing network. Enjoy the conference!

Jake Kreilick
FireSafe Montana Board President
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Conference Agenda

Thursday February 25

Registration

Opening ceremony

We Never Saw It Coming

Disaster & Emergency Services in Montana

Buffet lunch

Homeowner Insurance—What You Should Know
New Wildfire Research

Break

Managing Wildland Fire Behavior with Prescribed Fire
Montana’s Biomass Future

No-host Social

Friday February 26

Registration

Wildfire Survivors: Hear Real Stories First Hand

Local FireSafe Council Updates

Break

Idaho Firewise Program

Forests and the Role of Disturbances

Buffet Lunch

Federal Wildfire Policies

Reducing Wildfire Risk Is Our Responsibility - Why Wildfire Policies Matter
Process and Struggle of Social Change

Break

Reforestation Strategies After Wildfire

Session A—The Forest Products Industry Perspective
Session B—How to Conduct Successful Home Assessments
No-host Social

1910 Fires Centennial Commemoration

Saturday February 27

Registration
Success Stories and Awards

Session A—Map Your Neighborhood
Session B—Criteria for Successful Grants

Break
Session A—Wildfire Preparedness—Reducing Risk, Protecting Properties

Session B—Criteria for Successful Grants
Session C—Mapping Your WUI

How to Form and Maintain Local FireSafe Councils

Buffet Lunch

Prepare, Go Early or Stay and Defend or Ready Set Go—Which One Is Right for Your Community?

FireSafe Montana Annual Meeting

Registration Area
Gregson-Mt. Haggin Rm
Gregson-Mt. Haggin Rm
Gregson-Mt. Haggin Rm
Dining Room & Lounge
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Registration Area
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Room 108
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Room 108
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Session Descriptions

Opening Ceremony
Marko Lucich, Executive Director, Butte-Silver Bow Chamber of
Commerce

We Never Saw It Coming

Mr. Thomas kicks off the day by sharing his experiences in Austra-
lia, discussing examples of tragic fires around the west, and demon-
strating how people can improve their ability “to see disasters
coming”. Dave Thomas, private consultant and retired USFS fire
manager

Disaster and Emergency Services in Montana

Montana DES will present information about their statewide disas-
ter mitigation program. Learn what is available to the public, coun-
ties, and non-profits, and what tools the DES has available to help
you prepare for wildfire. Steve Knecht, Deputy Administrator,
Montana DES

Homeowners Insurance and Wildfire

Learn how insurers and property owners can partner to minimize
risk of wildfire loss. Doug Shearer, Fire Operations Team Manager,
State Farm Insurance

New Wildfire Research

Discover how fires ignite and spread, the basis for current safety
zone guidelines, and new fire modeling tools and how they might
be of use in assessing fire risk for homes, neighborhoods, and com-
munities. Bret Butler, Research Mechanical Engineer, USFS Fire
Sciences Laboratory

Managing Wildland Fire Behavior with Prescribed Fire

A look at wildland fire behavior in the Northern Rockies, entering
stands treated with prescribed fire, management actions, and pre-
scribed fire near homes, over the past two decades. Ron Hvizdak,
Retired Fire Management Officer

Montana’s Biomass Future

What is the connection between Montana’s biomass future and
Montana wildfire mitigation programs? How can they work to-
gether? Ms. Farr will share an overview of numerous efforts under-
way to assist biomass energy development in Montana, and will
discuss why these projects are important to the future of wildfire
mitigation and forest management in general. Angela Farr, Biomass
Utilization Coordinator, MT DNRC

Wildland Fire Survivors: Hear Their Stories First Hand
Presenters will share their first hand wildland fire experiences and
then answer questions about wildfire preparedness and what resi-
dents and landowners can do to get ready. Dave Osen, ranch man-
ager, and Sweet Grass County Sheriff Dan Tronrud

Local FireSafe Council Updates
FireSafe Montana’s eight local FireSafe Councils will present infor-
mation on their activities, goals, and accomplishments.

Idaho Firewise Program

Learn about the Idaho Firewise public education program. Jon
Skinner, Fire and Education Specialist, DOI/Bureau of Land Man-
agement, and Harry Steele, Idaho Department of Lands, Fire Pre-
vention/Education Coordinator

Forests and the Role of Disturbance

Dr. Kolb will present on western forests and how disturbance
affects them, he will also share observations from his studies in
Germany. Dr. Peter Kolb, Montana State University Extension
Forestry Specialist

Federal Wildfire Policies

A discussion on what the Federal Wildfire Policy is and is not; how
the USDA Forest Service implements that policy; how decisions are
made on suppressing wildfires; how those decisions affect future
environments; and what it all means to communities. Jim Hubbard,
U.S. Forest Service Deputy Chief for State and Private Forestry

Reducing Wildfire Risk Is Our Responsibility - Why State and
Federal Forest and Wildfire Policies Matter

Mr. Harrington will discuss the need for all landowners (private,
state, and federal) to accept and act on their responsibility to re-
duce wildfire risk in Montana. He will discuss past and present ef-
forts to clarify state forest and wildfire policies, and reduce wildfire
risk. He will also provide a perspective on how policy relative to
the management of federal forests and wildfires influences wildfire
and economic risk in Montana. Bob Harrington, Montana State
Forester, Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conser-
vation

Process and Struggles of Social Change

David Nielsen became acutely aware of the wildfire risks to the City
of Helena during the McDonald Pass Fire of 2009, when, as acting
city manager, he had to consider plans for possible evacuation of
some neighborhoods. Brad Langsather will outline the City of He-
lena’s open lands forest fuel treatment and forest ecosystem resto-
ration strategy that has been designed to address the sudden and
significant ponderosa pine tree mortality occurring as a result of the
ongoing mountain pine beetle outbreak in the greater Helena area.
David L Nielsen, Helena City Attorney, and Brad Langsather, Natu-
ral Resource Coordinator, Open Lands, City of Helena

Reforestation Strategies after Wildfire

Restoring forest vegetation after wildfire or other major distur-
bances can be quite challenging. Glenda will discuss strategic and
technical considerations in successful reforestation. The overall
strategy should focus on providing diversity on the landscape — di-
versity in terms of species, size class, density and pattern of forested
vegetation. From a technical standpoint, long-term success is de-
pendent on selecting species which are matched to the site and
preferring a dominance of several species for forest resiliency, and
an emphasis on local seed sources. When planting is desired for
more rapid restoration, good tree planting techniques and tree
handling are key to success. Glenda Scott, Reforestation and Timber
Stand Improvement Specialist, U.S. Forest Service, Northern Region

How to Conduct Successful Home Assessments

If you work with the public and want to learn how to conduct suc-
cessful home assessments, this session is for you. You will learn
step-by-step how to work with landowners in a way that benefits
both parties. Mike Dannenberg, State Program Lead for Community
Assistance, U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, Montana/Dakotas

The Forest Products Industry Perspective

Learn how three Montana forest product companies are adapting to
economic changes; hear their perspective on the industry, possible
product innovation, biomass, and how private and public fuels miti-
gation projects tie into all this. Brian Hobday, Forester, F.H. Stoltze
Land & Lumber Co.; Gordy Sanders, Resource Manager, Pyramid
Mountain Lumber; and Sherm Anderson, Sun Mountain Lumber
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Session Descriptions

1910 Fires Centennial Commemoration

Hear an overview of the 1910 fires, the history from an ecological
standpoint, the political impacts, and what will be taking place this
summer. Doug Nace, Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Success Stories and Awards

Hear success stories from three local mitigation programs across
the state — how their programs work, and how they motivate and
assist landowners to take action. Byron Bonney, Community For-
ester, Bitter Root RC&D; Chris Mehus, Fuels Program Director,
Beartooth RC&D; and Rusty Jardee, Carter County Sheriff/
Firewarden

Map Your Neighborhood

“Map Your Neighborhood” training offers landowners, neighbor-
hoods, and local fire departments the tools needed to prepare for
disasters. The program teaches you how to help yourself and
work as part of a neighborhood team when disaster strikes. Lorri
Woard Brown, Citizen Corps Training Manager, Governor’s Office
of Community Service. State of Montana

Are You Grant Ready?

This interactive session is designed to give fire departments, non-
profits, county officials, and RC&Ds the tools they need to write
successful grant applications. Agency representatives will share
the specifics of the grants they offer, application procedures and
timelines, and what they look for in successful grant applications.
Angela Mallon, Private Forestry Assistance Specialist, Montana
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation; Terina
Mullen, Fire and Mitigation Education Specialist, U.S. Department
of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management; and Kent Atwood,
State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Montana Department of Emer-
gency Services

Pre-Disaster Insurance Preparation
Do you have adequate coverage with your homeowners or com-
mercial insurance? Is it replacement cost or actual cash value

coverage! Have you made a home inventory list? What steps
should you take before wildfire strikes to make it easier to re-
cover from a possible loss? Barbara Van Der Mars, Policyholder
Services Supervisor, Office of the Commissioner of Securities and
Insurance, Montana’s State Auditor

Mapping Your Wildland-Urban Interface

Learn about DNRC’s mapping of Montana’s WUI areas and the
data the agency needs from counties in order to ensure the map’s
accuracy. You'll hear how to collect the data so that it will be
compatible with what other counties are providing. Park County
Fire and GIS representatives will show how the county is defining
and mapping their WUI, and will present a website demonstra-
tion. Elizabeth Hertz, GIS Specialist MT Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; Bob Fry, Park County Fire Chief;
Marc Richards, Park County GIS and IT Manager

How to Form and Maintain Local FireSafe Councils

Through discussion, you will learn how to form and maintain local
FireSafe councils, and hear what benefits local FireSafe Councils
can receive. This will be an interactive session based on the audi-
ence’s experience with local councils. Crystal Hagerman, Execu-
tive Director, FireSafe Montana

Prepare, Go Early, or Stay and Defend and Ready Set Go:
Which Strategy is Right for Your Community!

This session will provide background information on two different
strategies for community response to the threat of wildland fire.
Learn about strategies, their similarities and differences. Mr. Tre-
semer will explain the local implementation of Australia’s famed
protection strategy, and Mr. Suenram will provide information
about Ready, Set, Go, a strategy used in California. Alan Trese-
mer, Battalion Chief, Painted Rocks Fire Rescue Company, and
Bruce Suenram, Deputy Chief, Fire and Aviation Management
Bureau, Forestry Division, Montana Department of Natural Re-
sources and Conservation

Presenter biographies are posted on our website and will be available at the registration desk.

www.firesafemt.org

Presenters presentations will be available for you to view on our website.

Exhibitor Information
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NORTHWEST "Providing a Balanced Approach
MANAGEMENT, INC. to Natural Resource Management"

Northwest Management, Inc. (NMI) is a full service forestry consulting firm. Operating in Moscow, ldaho since 1984, our professional
natural resource staff provides the best forest planning and management practices for forest landowners throughout the Inland North-
west area. Let us help you with your forestry and natural resource needs! Northwest Management, Inc., proudly serves landowners of
Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Wyoming, and Montana with professional forest management services including forest management
planning, timber sale administration, log marketing, reforestation, range management, GIS mapping and data acquisition, wildfire hazard
abatement, prescribed burning, and hazard mitigation planning. Contact us so that we can provide a free on-site consultation with you.
Contact Gary Ellingson: phone: (406) 442-7555, email: n wmanage@montana.com, www.consulting-foresters.com
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Exhibitor Information

A2CMEN FIRE
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With competitive prices and a great selection the Axmen is your source for all of your firefighting supplies! At the Axmen we pride our-
selves in our knowledgeable staff and great service. When you work with the Axmen you can expect your experience to be easy and
pleasant. At the Axmen we are unique in that we provide you with service from start to finish. The Axmen is a real Montana Store and
we take pride in holding on to that Western Montana attitude. When you come to the Axmen you can expect that we will take the time
to make sure that all your needs are met.
Located on Highway 10 West, Missoula, MT 59808. Call (406) 728-7655 or visit us on the web at www.axmenfire.com

Alsea Geospatial, Inc.

Programming, Database & GIS Solutions

Incorporated in Oregon in 1996, Alsea Geospatial, Inc. (AGI) is a computer programming, GIS and database consulting firm. Initially a
natural resource GIS business, we now develop custom applications and commercial-off-the-shelf products that focus on mobile data
collection, database development, Windows and Web applications, Web mapping and GIS. An ESRI Business Partner and Authorized
Developer, AGI specializes in linking databases to GIS and developing tools that make GIS easy to use. Our GIS solutions are scalable and
ensure data integrity while providing access to data through a user-friendly interface. They increase efficiency, improve data quality, en-
hance safety, enable new users, initiate new services and decrease paper use. We have helped new users get started with GIS and imple-
mented complex enterprise GIS systems.

Contact John Gabriel, (541) 754-5034 x102, colleen.mason@alseageo.com, or visit www.alseageo.com

Proportioning & Refill Systems

Precision foom every time

Easy-to-use FoamPro brand foam proportioning and refill systems are preferred by firefighters worldwide. At the push of a button, the
"on demand" technology delivers foam solution automatically, with unmatched accuracy. With models delivering from 0.01 gpm to

300 gpm of concentrate, FoamPro offers the broadest performance range in the industry! Numerous models and options are specifically
designed to meet unique fire apparatus Class A and/or Class B foam requirements for municipal, wildland, marine, industrial, ARFF, and
CAFS applications. Since 1989, FoamPro's proven reliability has been called upon to perform in the harshest conditions on fire grounds
around the globe. New and improved, high-tech proportioning systems are continually developed by incorporating ideas and suggestions
from the field. To assure quality and compliance, only FoamPro requires system designs to be subjected to intense third-party electronic
and functional testing.

Contact David Roll for more information, (503) 333-9822, dave.roll@pentair.com or visit www.foampro.com

with PHOS-CHeK P H O S - CH e K'
Fire Retardant. Class A Foam & Gel

The Phos-Chek name has been synonymous with world-class fire fighting chemicals for over forty years. The people at Phos-Chek have
been working in partnership with the USDA Forest Service and other international fire management agencies since the late 1950's to
further the safety and effectiveness of aerially applied fire retardant technology. Our first Phos-Chek retardant product became available
in 1962. As additional tools for the fire manager, in 1988 we introduced Phos-Chek WD 881 Class A foam and in 2005 Phos-Chek Aqua-
Gel water enhancer. All of the Phos-Chek brand products have a long history of use aiding in effective fire suppression and are recog-
nized world-wide for the excellent benefits they provide. We are committed to continuously providing fire managers and fire fighters
with the safest, most effective, and environmentally friendly products available.

Contact Shannon Horn for more information, (208) 292-5196 or visit www.phos-chek.com
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