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Pick up your copy of the 

new and improved  

      ―Living with Fire‖ 

 

Network with others to 

discuss building councils & 

community leadership 

 

Schedule your FireSafe 

Council Community 

workshop  

 

Be the first to view FSM’s 

―Forming a FireSafe 

Council‖ DVD  

       

Friday May 15, 2009 

FireSafe Montana 2009 Annual Meeting 

LOCATION: Montana Assoc. of Counties (MACo building) 

  2715 Skyway Dr., Helena MT 59602 

AGENDA: 

 

12:00 - 1:00 Social Hour - refreshments and hors d’oeuvres provided 

 

1:00 - 1:10 Opening Remarks and Introductions 

 

1:10 - 1:50 Keynote Speaker TBA 

 

1:50 - 2:20 Bowman Fire Briefing—Meagher County Fire Chief, Rick Seidlitz  

 

2:20 - 2:40 Forming a FireSafe Council DVD 

 

2:40 - 3:00 Recognition of FireSafe Council’s 

 

3:00 - 4:00 Annual Business Meeting 

 

4:00 - 5:00 Board of Directors Meeting 

 

TERMS  EXISTING BOARD MEMBERS 

2 Bob Mutch – Fire Management Consultant, Darby 

2 Paul Spangler – Lewis  & Clark County DES Coordinator, Helena 

2 Jim Nethercott – Low Impact Forestry, Polsen 

2 Don Lorenzen – State Farm Insurance, Missoula 

3 Dick Rath – Sweet Grass Conservation District, Big Timber 

3 Sonny Steiger – Tri-County FireSafe Working Group, Helena 

3 President  –  Jake Kreilick – Wildwest Institute, Missoula 

3 
Treasurer  – Carol Daly -  Flathead Economic Policy Center, Columbia 

Falls 
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 FireSafe Council Updates 
Tri-County FireSafe Working Group 
Tri-County FireSafe Working Group, which includes Broadwater, Jefferson, and Lewis & Clark Counties, has been busy 
preparing for what could be a tough upcoming fire season due to the Mountain Pine Beetle epidemic in the three coun-
ties.  Population protection plans are being prepared by a collaboration of agencies, city, and volunteer fire departments.  
These plans will map access control points, identify evacuation routes, establish an evacuation procedure, and map miti-
gation needs to keep those evacuation routes open in the event of large fires.  Tri-County is assisting local fire depart-
ments with their open houses by awarding Outstanding Service Awards to landowners who have done exceptional work 
at reducing hazardous fuels on their property.  This work is continuing as agencies and private citizens continue to cre-
ate survivable space around their homes and throughout their communities.  Tri-County FireSafe Working Group will 
celebrate 25 years of service this year and will be honored at a Helena Brewers ball game on June 29

th
. 

Chair - Sonny Stiger 
Whitefish 
The newly formed Whitefish Area Fire Safe Council (WAFSC) recently elected Ed Lieser as chairman; Bick Smith, treas-
urer; Bambi Goodman, secretary; and Mike Frost, Greg Gunderson, and Patrick Sullivan, directors.  Ed is the group’s 
main point of contact at this time, and can be reached at wafiresc@gmail.com.   A blog has been started, and a web-
page is under development.  FireSafe Montana has helped WAFSC facilitate a collaborative process to develop a Com-
munity Wildfire Protection Plan, and CWPP implementation is expected to be one of the topics of a community wildfire 
mitigation education and awareness event planned for June 27

th
 at the O'Shaughnessy Center in Whitefish. 

Libby 
The Lincoln County Fire Steering Committee unanimously decided on April 30th to change their current name to the Lin-
coln County Firesafe Council (LCFC).  The steering committee has been in existence since 2002.  This transition did 
cause, for some, concern about the affiliation with FireSafe Montana and the council’s independence.  With the help of 
Jake Kreilick, who was able to explain the role of FireSafe MT and Crystal Hagerman writing a letter that assured the 
council that they will maintain their independence, the board moved forward.  The advantages of being a recognized 
council of  FireSafe MT is obvious and LCFC looks forward to becoming a integral part of the statewide organization.  
Chair—Ed Levert 

Missoula 
A meeting was held on April 13 in Missoula to discuss the formation of a local FireSafe Council in the Missoula area.  20 
people were in attendance and at the conclusion of the meeting it was decided that there is a need for a Missoula Fire-
Safe Council.  A second meeting is scheduled for Thursday May 19th at 7 pm at the Rattlesnake Gardens, this meeting 
is open to the public.  Call Jake Kreilick for more information 829-8426. 

New Nominees for FireSafe Montana’s Board of Directors 
 
Lars Forsberg, Bozeman Currently operates Andesite Property Rehab LLC (APR) while trying to grow Defensible 
Space Firescaping LLC (DSF).  APR, primarily removes trees and brush, has established clients and projects.  DSF will 
focus on Firewise landscaping and defensible space creation.  Both companies will offer consulting for wildfire protection 
of homes.   
 

Russ Davis, Fort Benton Is a retired Regional Fire Management Officer for the BIA after 30 years of working to improve 
the agency and the interagency communities. Russ currently works for Chouteau County as their FireWise Forester / 
Fire Specialist and has been in this position for 3 years. 
 

Jon Trapp, Red Lodge Is a captain and technical specialist for Red Lodge Fire Rescue.  He is in charge of the WUI 
home assessment program for the region and is the local contact working with the Beartooth RC&D fuel mitigation 
grant.  Jon is also the GIS analyst and head of the rope rescue team. 
 

Rocky Infanger, Wolf Creek  Is the fire chief for Wolf Creek Volunteer Fire Company.  Rocky served FireSafe Montana 
last year as a board of directors alternate and assisted the director with daily activities. 
 

Pat McKelvey, Helena Currently works for Lewis & Clark County as their Prevention & Mitigation Specialist.  Pat also is 
a part of Tri-County FireSafe Working Group and was FireSafe Montana’s previous executive director.  Without Pat 
McKelvey’s work FireSafe Montana would not be here today. 

mailto:wafiresc@gmail.com
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State Plans Fuel-Reduction Projects 
By JIM MANN/Daily Inter Lake 
Published: Sunday, April 12, 2009 12:52 AM CDT 
 
A new state grant program that will drive fuel reduction work on more than 4,000 acres of Montana forestlands includes 
funding for five projects in the Flathead Valley.  The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation on Fri-
day announced projects that will get $1.9 million through the Montana Jump Start and Forest Stewardship Fuels Reduc-
tion program. 
 
"We have the work and we have the work force," State Forester Bob Harrington said. "All we needed was the money to 
bring the two together and get it done."  A total of 10 projects have been approved in Missoula, Lewis and Clark, Powell 
and Flathead counties.  "There are actually five projects in the Flathead area," said Roger Ziesak, who is coordinating the 
program for the state agency. "But they are smaller projects."  Ziesak said they are all located in "urban interface" areas 
where homes are surrounded by forests. The projects mainly involve understory thinning, but they are expected to pro-
duce some commercial timber. 
 
Most of the projects involve partnerships between the state and several private landowners.  A project near Echo Lake 
involves 73 acres of state school trust land that is surrounded by smaller, developed properties.  A project on the west 
shore of Flathead Lake in the Rollins area involves five different landowners and 100 acres, including 65 acres of state 
land.  Work on about 150 acres, all owned by one property owner, will be carried out in a neighborhood east of Bigfork.  
Several private landowners are involved in a Smith Lake area project on 190 acres, including 35 acres of state trust lands.  
And a project on the Stillwater State Forest north of Whitefish will involve 400 acres in the Beaver Lakes area. 
 
"The actual work has to be completed by Sept. 30 of this year," Ziesak said. "We wanted to get folks out working now, not 
next year."  The program is funded by a grant from the U.S. Forest Service, and the projects require matching contribu-
tions from grant recipients. Matches can in some cases include commercial timber proceeds.  "I'm an advocate of using 
commercial timber to offset the costs of fuel mitigation, stewardship or forest health projects, but the math doesn't always 
work," said Harrington, noting that sagging lumber prices have made it increasingly difficult to cover forest management 
costs. 
 

Assessing Wildfire Hazards  

in the Home Ignition Zone Workshop 
 

Glacier Park Incorporated Lodge 

East Glacier Park, Montana 

May 15 ï May 17, 2009 

8:00am Fridayð2:00pm Sunday 
 

Myths of Wildland Urban Interface 

Understanding WUI Fires 

Wildfire Hazards in the Home Ignition Zone 

Community Assessment Field Exercises 

      Home Ignition Zones to Firewise Communities 

 
Workshop Reservations  

Blackfeet Nation Wildland Fire Management 

Wildfire Prevention Program 

Bruce Running Crane 

(406) 338-2946 

 

No Workshop Fee 



Home/Land Security: Congress Acts for Fire Safe Communities  
Members of Congress continue to roll out innovative legislative proposals to deal with some of the "burning issues" 
affecting wildland fire management. The most recent example is Senator Diane Feinstein's (D-CA) newly-
introduced "Fire Safe Communities Act." It provides several financial incentives for communities to take proactive, 
effective steps to prepare for wildfire.  
 

One of the most difficult challenges facing fire managers is protecting the Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) from wild-
fire destruction. Because most homes in the WUI Zone are unprepared and highly vulnerable to wildfire destruction, 
the WUI distorts many of the priorities and constrains many of the prerogatives of fire managers. For example, in-
stead of igniting prescribed fires at opportune times and places to reduce fuels, managers are often stymied by lo-
cal residents who are bothered by smoke. Instead of implementing fire use tactics to maximize the ecological bene-
fits of wildfire, managers almost always suppress fire if there is even a remote chance of the fire spreading to a 
community. Despite billions of dollars spent in recent years on fire suppression or fuels reduction, every year hun-
dreds of homes are tragically destroyed by wildfire.  
  

Programs such as FireWise have been established to educate homeowners and communities about how to take 
responsibility for wildfire preparedness in the location, design, construction, and maintenance of homes and land-
scaping in order to reduce home ignitability. Research by Jack Cohen of the U.S. Forest Service's Fire Sciences 
Lab, for example, has shown that if homeowners simply replace their roofs with nonflammable materials and man-
age their vegetation within 30 feet of their structures, they increase the probability of their homes surviving high-
intensity wildfires by more than 90%! Despite these compelling research findings and educational programs, 
though, too many homeowners and communities fail to plan and prepare for wildfire, and passively wait for the in-
evitable ignition to occur with the expectation that firefighters will be able to save them.  
 

When wildfires ignite near or far from communities, panic sets in among homeowners, the news media, and politi-
cians, who then put immense pressure on fire managers to spare no expense or hold no quarter in efforts to ag-
gressively suppress wildfire. But, when conditions for high-intensity wildfire prevail, firefighters may be powerless to 
stop fire spread, and once embers or flames enter the WUI Zone, unprepared homes provide a receptive fuel bed 
that can be even more flammable than surrounding wildland vegetation. Wildland fires then become urban confla-
grations - converting what could have been a beneficial natural disturbance into a dreadful unnatural disaster. 
 

Past Administrations and Congresses attempted to prevent wildfire disasters by either increasing money for fire 
suppression (e.g. the National Fire Plan) or reducing regulations for commercial logging on public lands (e.g. the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act). Neither of these provided effective solutions to the problem of WUI wildfire disas-
ters. Now, it appears that Congress is tackling this issue at the strategic location where solutions may lie: among 
private homeowners and communities living in the WUI Zone. The Fire Safe Communities Act makes a compelling 
offer: if homeowners and communities take the necessary steps to develop FireWise structures, then if a wildfire 
does destroy homes, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will provide disaster assistance up to 
90% of the cost of rebuilding lost homes - a significant increase from current disaster aid levels. This Bill also sets 
up a new $25 million grant program and authorizes the Forest Service and Department of Interior agencies to offer 
grants to help owners to retrofit their homes, and assist communities to develop, inspect, and enforce new fire-
resistant building codes and defensible space ordinances.  
 

With a traditional fire insurance policy, homeowners pay premiums to a company and then (hopefully!) never see 
any financial return, or if their homes are destroyed, too often the insurance payoff does not fully finance home re-
building - or adequately compensates for the loss of irreplaceable personal items. The Fire Safe Communities Act 
provides incentives to homeowners and communities to invest their own money to retrofit homes and maintain 
vegetation on their own private lands, which not only is the most effective method for preventing home wildfire dam-
age, but also provides immediate tangible benefits in the increased security and beauty of FireWise and FireSafe 
dwellings. One of the greatest potential benefits of the Fire Safe Communities Act is that if and when homes in the 
WUI Zone become better prepared for wildfires, this vastly increases the options and opportunities for fire manag-
ers to utilize controlled burning and wildland fire use to maintain the ecological integrity of surrounding public lands. 
Homes with fire-resistant construction and defensible space will no longer place wildland firefighters in extremely 
risky positions attempting to protect structures. Indeed, the sooner communities are prepared for fire, the sooner 
ecosystems can be restored and maintained with fire. The design of the Fire Safe Communities Act is a "win win" 
for both private and public interests. 
 

By Timothy Ingalsbee, Spring 2009, Firefighters United for Safety, Ethics, and Ecology E-Newsletter vol. 4, no. 6, 
www.fusee.org 
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Tips for Safe Debris Burning: 
Comply with Local Regulations  
Contact your local fire department in advance to confirm that burning is allowed and to find out whether a permit is required 
to burn debris.  
Check the Weather Forecast 
Weather fluctuations, such as sudden gusts of wind, could make debris burning spark a wildfire. Call your local fire depart-
ment the day you plan to burn debris to finalize that the weather is safe enough to burn.  
Choose a Safe Burning Site 
A safe site will be far away from power lines, overhanging limbs, buildings, automobiles, and equipment. Must have vertical 
clearance at least three times the height of the pile, as heat from the fire extends far past the actual flames that you see and 
horizontal clearance twice the height of the debris pile.  
Prepare the Site Correctly 
The ground around the burn site should be surrounded by gravel or mineral soil (dirt) for at least ten feet in all directions. 
Keep the surrounding area watered down during the burn.  
If using a Burn Barrel, Make Sure it is Equipped with the Proper Features  
Burn Barrels must be made of all-metal construction in good condition (no rust on the sides or bottom) and properly venti-
lated with three evenly-spaced, three-inch square vents spaced evenly around the rim near ground level. Each vent must be 
backed by a metal screen. A Burn Barrel must have a metal top screen with mesh size of one-fourth inch or finer to keep 
sparks from escaping and potentially sparking a wildfire. When burning, layer the different types of debris and stir often. Be 
careful of sparks escaping the barrel when you stir it.  
Remain With your Fire 
Stay with your fire until it is completely out. To ensure the fire has been completely extinguished, drown the fire with water, 
turn over the ashes with a shovel and drown it again. Repeat several times. Check the burn area regularly over the next 
several days and up to several weeks following the burn, especially if the weather is warm, dry, and windy.  

Keep it Legal  

It is illegal to burn plastic, tires, and most other waste products not from a tree or shrub.  

www.smokeybear.com 

FireSafe Councils vs. Firewise Communities USA  
WHAT IS THE DIFFERERNCE? 

FireSafe Councils— Are non-governmental, non-profit, public, and private organizations.  FireSafe Councils are created at a 
state, regional, or local levels as a membership corporation, made up of concerned citizens, and supported by grants, charita-
ble donations, and membership dues.  FireSafe Councils on a state level focus on the development of local community coun-
cils/chapters throughout the state to address community wildland fire threats.  These councils help provide the awareness, 
motivation, and expertise to communities.  Educational materials, technical and financial assistance is made available to local 
councils and members.  California, Nevada, and Montana are established FireSafe Councils.  South Dakota, Utah, Idaho, and 
Colorado are looking into or have considered development of a FireSafe Council in their state.  A Western Region FireSafe 
Council, made up of multi states, is also in the planning stages.   
 
Firewise Communities— Is a national multi-agency program designed to reach beyond the fire service by involving home-
owners, community leaders, planners, developers, and others in effort to protect people, property, and natural resources from 
the risk of wildland fires - before a fire starts.  The national Firewise Communities program is intended to serve as a resource 
for agencies, tribes, organizations, fire departments, and communities across the U.S.  Firewise Communities is part of the 
National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Program, which is directed and sponsored by the Wildland/Urban Interface Working 
Team of the National Wildfire Coordinating Group, a consortium of wildland fire organizations and federal agencies responsi-
ble for wildland fire management in the U.S. 
 
     FireSafe Councils 

Non-governmental organization 

State representation 

Membership corporation 

Regional and state specific resources, publi-
cations, and materials for fire safe/firewise 
practices 

Local councils identify and implement local 
solutions 

Firewise Communities 

Multi-agency program 

National representation 

Public resource program 

Mass amounts of resources, publications, 
workshops, and materials for fire safe/
firewise practices 

Local councils identify and implement local 
solutions 



PO Box 1960 

Helena, MT  59624 

Phone: 406.431.8718 

Fax: 406.388.3243 

E-mail: execdir@firesafemt.org 

FireSafe Montana 

We are on the Web 

www.firesafemt.org 
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Upcoming Events: 

May 9-10 Forestry Expo, Whitefish 

May 15  FireSafe MT Annual Meeting, Helena              

May 15-17     Assessing Home Ignition Zone , E. Glacier Park     

May 19        Missoula FireSafe Council Meeting, Missoula         

June 27 Community and Wildfire Safety Day, Whitefish 

June 29 Tri-County FireSafe Working Group celebrates                     

                                 25 years, Helena 

Contact:  Crystal for additional information 406.431.8718 


