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This year in September four wildland fires occurred near the stateôs Capital that strained fire fighting re-
sources and caused  the evacuation of many homes.  Then with all the heat around Helena a fifth fire ig-
nites near Lincoln which also requires local resources.  The initial attack forces did an excellent job in hold-
ing these fires to as small acreage as possible under some of the worst conditions imaginable.  ñFires in the 
intermixed wildland urban interface (WUI) will be more problematic due to recently dead trees next to struc-
tures, lots of fire brands (embers), and turbulent fire in heavy fuel loads.ò say Steele & Copple, MT-DNRC. 
This proved to be a very accurate statement as these fires in September unfolded.  All areas where fire oc-
curred involved varying amounts of mountain pine beetle infested trees, and all had a WUI component.  
 

What Tri -County FireSafe Working Group  learn from these recent fires?  

Recently prepared Population Protection Plans were key in providing for safe & efficient evacuations. 
Established Mutual Aid procedures worked well as did the Local Incident Support Team. 
Relationships and coordination between the volunteer fire departments, Lewis & Clark County Sheriff, 
Helena City Fire Department, County, State and Federal Agencies was exceptional. 
Support & involvement by County and City elected officials as well as State Gov. was also especially 
good & helpful for an understanding of the firefighters efforts & the fire managerôs plans & decisions. 
Longer fire seasons can be expected and plans must be made ahead for having adequate resources 
earlier and later than in the past fire seasons. 
Mitigation plans must not only deal with removal of fuel hazards around structures and community 
evacuation routes, but must also include lands adjacent to a power line right-of-way. 
The Blitz dispatch card that calls for an overwhelming response to all new starts during extreme fire 
weather events was successfully initiated. 
The strength of local organization through CWPP was demonstrated! 

 

What additional preparation does the city of Helena need to take?  

Create Defensible/Survivable Space around homes in the WUI within Helena city limits. 
Complete the hazardous fuels reduction project on the Cityôs open space land. 
Remember the importance of actual short and long term fire projections by a Fire Behavior Analyst 
and emphasize this not only for firefighter safety but for strategic planning and evacuations. 
Continue to educate all residents living in the WUI on when and how to prepare and safely evacuate 
when called to do so. 
Ensure City Police are trained and involved in evacuation procedures in the event of a wildland fire 
requiring the evacuation of homes in the WUI within the Helena City Limits. 

 
Thank you to Sonny Stiger and Pat McKelvey for writing and submitting this article. 

 

 

Septemberôs Fires Hit Close to Home for  
Tri -County FireSafe Working Group  
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 Local FireSafe Council Update  
Lockwood FireSafe Council  
FireSafe Montana would like to welcome and congratulate the Lockwood community on the formation of their 
local FireSafe Council.  Their next meeting is scheduled for November 11, 2009 at the Lockwood School 
Cafeteria.  Lockwood FireSafe Councilôs mission is to mobilize the Lockwood Community to save lives and 
property from the threat of wildfire through prevention and education.  Beverly Ferguson is the councilôs ap-
pointed interim Chairperson.  Council members include:  Red Cross & Disaster Relief, MT Conservation 
Corps, private businesses, Lockwood Fire Department, and community members. 
 

Glacier FireSafe Council  
FireSafe Montana would also like to welcome and congratulate the community of the Glacier area on the for-
mation of their local FireSafe Council.  Glacier FireSafe Council recently held a fall meeting in Cut Bank to 
establish key players, upcoming events, and possible funding sources.  Ben Steele was appointed Chair and 
Darwin Feaks will serve as Secretary/Vice-Chair.  Glacier FireSafe Council is now working to finalize their pri-
orities and projects along with their purpose statement. 
 

Lincoln County FireSafe Council  
Lincoln County FireSafe Council is actively working with NW RC&D, DNRC, Libby RFD, USFS, concerned 
citizens, Lincoln County Conservation District, and other county officials to be as effective and efficient as 
possible when dealing with wildfire mitigation, awareness, and community involvement.  Lincoln County cur-
rently has two Firewise Communities: Em Kayan Village and the Chain of Lakes Homeowners Association.  
However, their county like many others, has very few organized homeowner associations in the wildland ur-
ban interface which makes it very difficult to implement the Firewise Community Program.  One idea for this 
situation is to include the entire Libby Rural Fire District as a Firewise Community.  Included in this district are 
approximately 10,000 people, which is much larger than most Firewise Communities.  Lincoln County Fire-
Safe Council has just received the green light from Lincoln County Commissioners and with some effort also 
received support from Libby City Council.  What really convinced the City Council was the showing of a fire 
spread analysis prepared by Sonny Stiger, Rocky Infanger and Ron Hvizdak.  This scenario used real 
weather and vegetation conditions to show that if there really is a wildfire threat to the city and adjacent areas 
a fire could advance nearly three miles down hill and into the town itself.  
 

West Fork/Painted Rocks FireSafe Council  
Last Spring was the origination of the West Fork/Painted Rocks FireSafe Council.  Congratulations and wel-
come West Fork/Painted Rocks community.  Even though this community may be secluded on the south end 
of the Bitterroot Valley they are actively preparing and training for what wildfires may come their way.  The 
communities of West Fork and Painted Rocks has adopted the ñPrepare/ Go Early/or Stay and Defendò strat-
egy.  Please refer to pages 7-8 in this newsletter for more information on West Fork/Painted Rocks FireSafe 
Council. 

 

Double Arrow Ranch Landownerôs Assoc. (DARLOA) - Fire Safety Committee, Seeley Lake  
DARLOA hosted their 2nd Annual Fire Safety workshops at the end of May with 27 attendees.  It included an 
excellent presentation from the Project Wildfire team, headquartered in Bend, OR and were officially awarded 
ñFirewise USA Communityò status at the workshop.  DARLOA Fire Safety Committee members are now at-
tending the Seeley Lake Fuels Mitigation Task Force meetings.  The DARLOA landowners have successfully 
completed 300 acres of the 650+ acres determined to be high risk at the Double Arrow Ranch.  The DARLOA 
is set to receive Western States grant funds later this fall to remove dead/dying trees from one of their com-
mon areas.  Plans for the spring include: holding a forest health workshop/seminar and developing additional 
mitigation projects.   

 
 
see page 3 to continue Local FireSafe Council Updateé.. 

 
 



FireSafe Montana will be hosting a webinar on January 26, 2010 for all local 
FireSafe Councils and interested members.  This webinar will showcase all 
efforts and work that took place in 2009.  All local FireSafe Councils are en-
couraged to participate.  More details to come and information on participat-
ing.   

This provides a great opportunity to:  
 

Network with other councils  
Share lessons learned  
Learn what is happening around the state  
Address needs and concerns    

FireSafe Council Update, continued from page 2ééé... 

Whitefish Area FireSafe Council  
Since Whitefishôs ñLiving With Wildfireò event in June, the Whitefish Area Fire Safe Council (WAFSC) has 
continued to be active.  In July, WAFSC President Ed Lieser, gave a presentation to the Whitefish Rotary de-
scribing the communityôs wildfire risks.  Throughout the summer, Ed and other WAFSC members have met 
with numerous organized Whitefish neighborhoods to encourage them to become FireSafe/Firewise commu-
nities.  One of WAFSCôs goals is to create a network of FireSafe/Firewise communities on the west side of 
Whitefish.  In early August, WAFSC members passed out hundreds of the ñLiving With Fireò brochures at the 
local Farmerôs Market, where WAFSC had a booth for the afternoon.  In September, Ed Lieser gave presenta-
tions to Friends of Blanchard Lake and Elkhorn Fire Information & Risk Management (FIRM) Committee, 
where Ed described the communityôs fire risks and ways that we can work together to help manage those 
risks.  In October, WAFSC board members Bambi Goodman and Ed Lieser staffed a table at an ñopen houseò 
for the Whitefish Fire Department to commemorate the closing of the old fire station and the opening of a new 
one.  During September and October, WAFSC members have also worked extensively with NW RC&D, one 
of its most valued partners, to help facilitate a $240,000 grant awarded by DNRC for Whitefish fuels reduction 
projects. Nearly 70% of those funds are already committed to various projects.  With 2009 nearly behind us, 
WAFSC looks forward to planning projects for 2010, which marks the 100 year anniversary of the largest fire 
event in Montana history, known as the ñBig Burnò. 
 

Upper Rattlesnake Neighborhood Council, Missoula  
The Upper Rattlesnake Neighborhood Council is in the process of joining FireSafe Montana.  This council 
works with various county, state, and federal agencies to keep all communication lines open.  They are ac-
tively working on how they can better protect their community from wildland fires and mountain pine beetles 
while maintaining and improving forest health.  Welcome to FireSafe Montana and we look forward to working 
with you. 
 

Tri -County FireSafe Working Group  
Tri-County FireSafe Working Group has been busy completing their Population Protection Plans.  These 
plans not only contain operating procedures for evacuations but will also map access control points and 
evacuation routes, as well as mitigation needs to keep these evacuation routes open.  An updated version of 
the Unionville/South Hills simulated fire projection was completed and presented to a joint City/County Com-
missioner meeting and soon after the City approved a project to treat the red/dead trees on the Cityôs Open 
Space Lands.   
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Montana FireSafe Council Webinar 

January 26, 2010  
ñ2009 Recapò 
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2010 Communities & Wildfire 

Conference 

Location:     Fairmont Hot Springs Resort 

            1500 Fairmont Rd. 

            Fairmont, MT 59711 

Contact:   

Crystal Hagerman  

406.431.8718  

execdir@firesafemt.org 

Watch for 

more 

information to 

come 

Save the date 

February 25-27, 2010 

Upcoming Events  

Nov. 11 Lockwood FireSafe Council meeting, 7:00 pm at the Lockwood School Cafeteria 

Nov. 12 Tri-County FireSafe Working Group monthly meeting, 9:00 am  at the Law  Enforce

  ment Building, Helena  

Nov. 13 FireSafe Montana Board Meeting, 9:30 am at the F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber 

  building, Columbia Falls 

Nov. 19 Lincoln County FireSafe Council meeting, 9:00 am at the Libby Fire Hall 

Jan. 26 FireSafe Councils 2009 Recap Webinar, 3:30 pm 

Feb. 25-27 Communities & Wildfire Conference, Fairmont Hot Springs        

March 28 National Wildland Urban Interface Conference, Reno, NV  

          

Contact:  Crystal for additional information 406.431.8718 
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 Where to Go for Cost -Share Assistance  
 

Montanaôs success in its cost-share programs, both in securing as well as delivering, is due in large part to several 
long-standing cooperative partnerships.  These partnerships are scattered across the state and will be your first stop 
in seeking possible cost-share opportunities.  Bear in mind, most of these cost share opportunities have a short turn-
around time as they are intended to stimulate the economy, etc.  Many have minimal landowner match requirements.  
Below is a snapshot of what cooperators offer cost-share assistance through MT DNRC and BLM. 
 

Snowy Mountain Development Cooperation ð(406) 535-2591:  Serves Petroleum, Fergus, Judith Basin, and Mus-
selshell, Golden Valley, Wheatland Counties.  Call to receive additional information. 
 

Chouteau County ð(406) 622-3751:  Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information 
 

Chippewa Cree/Rocky Boy ð(406) 395-4207:  Community assistance grant available, call for more information. 
 

North Central RC&D ð(406) 434-9161 x112:  Community assistance grant available, call for more information. 
 

Lake County ð(406) 883-6999:  Lake County Emergency Services administers hazardous fuels reduction and forest 
restoration grants on private lands throughout Lake County. 
 

Northern Rocky Mountain RC&D ð(406) 388-3213:  Covers Gallatin, Park, and Meagher Counties, this program 
assists private landowners with hazardous fuels reductions projects in the wildland urban interface. 
 

Bitterroot RC&D ð(406) 363-1444 x5:  Covers Ravalli, Missoula, and Mineral Counties, receives fuel reduction 
funds targeted at the landowner cost-share in Potomac Valley as well as Seeley Lake area. 
 

Northwest RC&D ð(406) 293-8885:  Covers Lincoln, Sanders, Lake, and Flathead Counties, administers hazard 
fuels reduction grants in 5 area; Trego, Libby. Marion, Whitefish, and Echo/Blaine Lakes. 
 

Headwaters RC&D ð(406) 728-7333:  Covers Beaverhead, Madison, Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, Granite, Powell, Jef-
ferson and Broadwater Counties, administers landowner assistance grants for fuels reduction projects within wildland 
urban interface areas in Elk Meadows, Silver Lake and Ennis areas of Deer Lodge and Madison Counties 
 

Beartooth RC&D ðchris.mehus@rcdenet.net:   Community assistance grant available, email for more information.  
 

Beaverhead County ð(406) 683-3780:  Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information. 
 

Madison County ð(406) 843-5268:  Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information. 
 

Blackfoot Challenge ð(406) 793-3900:  Program covers Missoula, Powell, and parts of Lewis & Clark County. 
 

Swan Ecosystem Center ð(406) 754-3137:  Administer grants for forest stewardship activities on private lands 
within the Swan Valley.  Activities target hazard fuels reduction, forest health, forest restoration, & water/soil quality. 
 

Tri -County Firesafe Working Group ð(406) 447-8225:  Serves three Counties, Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, &  Broad-
water, funds are primarily directed to hazard fuel reduction within priority wildland urban interface areas. 
 

Monarch/Neihart ð(406) 236-5564:  Community assistance grant available, call  to receive more information. 
 

Rosebud Co. Fire Warden ð(406) 346-4270:  Landowner assistance grants available for hazard fuels reduction & 
forest restoration activities on family forest lands in the Rosebud Creek and Tongue River Watersheds. 
 

Sweet Grass County Conservation District ï guelda.halverson@mt.nacdnet.net:   Community assistance grant 
available, email receive more information. 
 

Valley County ð(406) 228-6219:  Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information. 
 

Treasure County ï clerkrecorder@rangeweb.net  

Big Sky EDA -Yellowstone County ðDianne@bigskyeda.org  
McCone County ðmcondes@midrivers.com  
Garfield Co. Conservation District ï amanda.hom@mt.nacdnet.net  
Carter Co. DESðcloehding@midrivers.net  
Custer County ï tmiller@milescity.mt.org  
Powder River Co. ðwellvu@aim.com  
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 DNRC Awards $1.1 million in Fire Grants  
 

HELENA, Mont. ï A pair of federal grant programs administered by the Montana DNRC will 
provide more than $1.1 million to rural and volunteer firefighting operations across the state, 
enabling small communities to bolster their wildland firefighting capabilities with up-to-date 
training and new equipment.  
 

Doug Williams, Rural Fire Coordinator for DNRC, said 266 fire departments have been 
awarded a total of $1,109,400. DNRC is now in the process of notifying each department that 
received a grant. "Modern equipment and training are vital to maintaining a high level of pre-
paredness for wildland firefighting, and many smaller communities canôt find the resources to 
keep up," said Williams. "These grant programs fill a critical need across rural Montana." 
 

The funding comes through the U.S. Forest Service Volunteer Fire Assistance program 
(VFA), and the Rural Fire Assistance (RFA) program offered by several Department of Inte-
rior agencies in Montana ï the National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. The funds are passed through to 
DNRC and administered by its Fire and Aviation Management Bureau. 
 

County fire councils, fire wardens, and rural firefighter associations develop their funding re-
quests, which are submitted to DNRC by county. A committee made up of DNRC and the 
federal agencies then review and prioritize the awards. 
 

The grants are available to communities with populations below 10,000; fire departments re-
ceiving grants are required to provide a 10% match. 
 

Since 2005, DNRC has distributed more than $4.8 million in VFA and RFA grants to 383 fire-
fighting organizations, according to Williams.   ð John Grassy, Public Information Officer, 
MT DNRC 
 
Contact: Doug Williams, Rural Fire Coordinator, Montana Dept. of Natural Resources and 
Conservation (406) 622-5455 

Grant Announcement  
 

BLM:  Montana, North and South Dakota Community Assistance 2010  

 

This grant opportunity is only open to organizations who do not have an existing grant 
agreement open with the BLM.  You may also qualify if your existing grant agreement with the 
BLM is set to expire!!!  Grant applications are due January 3rd, 2010.   
 

Visit grants.gov and search for the grant using the CFDA No. 15.228 or contact Lori Anderson, 
Grants Management Officer, (406) 896-5196 or Mike Dannenberg, Fire Mitigation Specialist, 
(406) 896-2913.   
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Bring AmeriCorps to Your Community  
Grant Funds Available for Organizations that Address Community Needs  

 
 

Helena, MT - The Governor's Office of Community Service and the Montana Commission on Community Ser-
vice announced that more than $600-thousand dollars in state grant funds are available for 2010-2011 Ameri-
Corps programs in Montana.   
 

The state grants are available for operating AmeriCorps programs as well as planning for future AmeriCorps 
programs. The grants will be awarded through the Montana Commission on Community Service to organiza-
tions that address pressing community needs on topics including; education, clean energy/environment, 
healthy futures, and veterans issues.  
; 
"We are extremely pleased to have these resources available in Montana to strengthen our communities 
through our AmeriCorps programs." said Jan Lombardi, Director of the Governor's Office of Community Ser-
vice.  
 

The grants are funded through the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) 
(nationalservice.gov), an independent federal agency. CNCS anticipates the availability of approximately 
$360 million dollars for fiscal year 2010, to award new, re-competing, and continuing AmeriCorps state and 
National grants. The Montana Commission on Community Service will also review and recommend applicants 
for consideration on a national competitive level.  

 

The Montana Commission on Community Service is currently seeking proposals from eligible nonprofit or-
ganizations, schools, tribes and state and local governments. Please visit www.serve.mt.gov for additional 
information and application instructions; or call the Governor's Office of Community Service at (406) 444-
9077.  
 

The Corporation for National and Community Service (www.nationalservice.gov) was established in 1993. It 

aims to connect Americans of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to give back to their communities 
and their nation. CNCS is the nation's largest grant maker supporting service and volunteering. 

 

The Governor's Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) was created to expand service opportunities for 
all Montanans.  

 

This is a great opportunity for local FireSafe Councils and other community organization involved in wildfire 
mitigation and education to receive assistance.  If you are interested but are not a nonprofit organizations, 
school, tribe or state and local government  CONTACT FIRESAFE MONTANA.  

 

 

Where to look for more grant opportunities and resources:  
 

 www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/fires/rangeland.html 
 www.nationalforests.org 
 www.pplmontana.com 
 www.dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/grants.asp 
 www.partnershipresourcecenter.org/resources/funding/index.php 
 www.grants.gov 

http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=3pfjxh7ipWLHlZpIFjPdLg2IvdJHPmSt
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8%2BxfC0QippBNZwU3EMt7kw2IvdJHPmSt
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=CbU3B6zSI4VTzzvFyI1irA2IvdJHPmSt
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LJiMJexkp%2BSdhIr80VcIZQ2IvdJHPmSt


Page 8 

One of two communities within the U.S. that have begun imple-
menting Prepare/Go Early/or Stay & Defend (PGESD) is Painted 
Rocks, in western Montana. On June 27, 2009, Alan Tresemer, 
battalion chief for the Painted Rocks Fire and Rescue Company, 
conducted training for residents of the Painted Rocks and West 
Fork fire districts that introduced the PGESD concept for re-
sponding to a wildfire threat. Six instructors with a combined ex-
perience of more than 200 years in fire and community-
protection presented eight hours of detailed information and 
hands-on training to members of the local community. 
 

Although the program received approval in 2007, it is not without 
its detractors, among them the local sheriff, Chris Hoffman. In a 
blog on the website of the local newspaper, Ravalli Republic, 
Hoffman posted a comment that implored, ñé Finally, Alan and 
PRVFD, once and for all, please quit pushing this idea in Ravalli 
County.  Concentrate your efforts towards the ófirewiseô portions 
of your plan and stop encouraging people to risk their lives by óstaying.ôò 
 

In spite of the controversy spurred by such comments, Painted Rocks has moved forward with its program. 
Robert Mutch, a Painted Rocks resident and wildfire consultant with nearly 50 years of firefighting experi-
ence, responded to naysayers on the Ravalli Republic blog, noting: ñIt is hard to fault the concept of Prepare/
Go Early/or Stay & Defend as practiced in some parts of Australia and in the Painted Rocks Fire District. 
First and foremost, everyone prepares his/her home and property to be fire resistant and fire safe. That must 
be done well in advance of the fire season. When that is accomplished to a high standard, it has led to a say-
ing in Australia that ópeople protect homes and homes protect people.ô This is a mandatory measure for peo-
ple to live compatibly in our fire-prone interface areas in Montana ï they must prepare. Once that is done, 
people have two choices: they may want to Go Early, or they may choose to Stay & Defend their 
home against the ember fires that are easily suppressed.  Going Early means leaving really early. Some-
times in Australia they evacuate a óVery High to Extremeô fire danger day when there is not even a fire on the 
horizon. Staying & Defending is appropriate for able-bodied people who are physically prepared with the 
proper clothing and equipment; and psychologically prepared for the noise and sight of intense wildfire.ò   
 

To help residents understand what it is like when a wildfire 
passes through their property, Tresemer and his fellow in-
structors played videos that demonstrated the power, speed, 
and destructiveness of uncontrolled fire.  ñThey learned why 
they must make their plans now rather than wait until a fire 
approaches,ò said Tresemer.  ñWe showed them hundreds of 
pictures of good and bad fuel mitigation so that they can go 
home and spot the problems at their homes.  They left with a 
greater understanding of the fire environment and their tasks 
to reduce the danger.ò  
 

Mutch also noted that ñPeople do not want to engage in the 
third option that has occurred all too often in Australia and the 
United States ï and that is the option of evacuating late. Fif-
teen civilians died in California wildfires in October 2003 be-
cause the wildfires were spreading faster than evacuation 
warnings could get to the people from law enforcement per-
sonnel.  

THE FIREWISE COMMUNITY ð EXAMPLE 
Painted Rocks, MontanaðIntroducing the Concept of Prepare/Go Early/ or Stay and Defend 

This home in Painted Rocks Fire District has non-flammable roof, 

rock foundation, irrigated lawn, and there is a river directly be-

hind the home to serve as a water source in an emergency. 

Bob Mutch, resident of Painted Rock is a wildfire consultant 

with nearly 50 years of wildland fire fighting experience. 
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In every case but one these peopleôs homes burned to the ground. Think what a different outcome there 
might have been if the people had prepared their homes and property to be truly fire safe and then taken ref-
uge in the safety of their home, rather than face the flames and death on the road.  These fifteen people per-
ished by burning to death when the evacuation process failed.ò 
 

That said, the PGESD approach does emphasize evacuation, so long as it is done well ahead of the ap-
proaching fire. The emphasis is on early. Said Tresemer: ñWe want EVERYBODY to prepare their homes as 
if they were going to stay and defend, but our emphasis is on EARLY evacuation. These preparations make it 
safer for them and for firefighters who can then safely defend unoccupied homes.ò   
 

He added, ñYear after year, people are killed during wildland fires because they are not prepared and make 
last-moment deadly decisions. People die during late evacuation, or sometimes it is because they do not be-
lieve they will ever face such challenges. The program in Painted Rocks strives to teach our community about 

the danger and the simple but effective steps they can take to 
protect their lives and property.ò   
 

He continued, ñI encourage all property owners and residents 
to learn more about wildland fire and Firewise methods, and to 
take the steps to make their homes more resistant to fire. Ulti-
mately, the choices are simple: either leave early or stay and 
defend. In either case, you must prepare your home to make it 
a safer environment.   
 

Then he concluded, ñIf you lived in tornado country, you might 
intend to evacuate, but you better also have a tornado shelter 
and plan what to do if a tornado visits.  Anything less would be 
irresponsible and foolish.  Planning for wildfire is no different; 
ultimately, your safety is your responsibility.ò 

 

This Article was originally published in the Fall 2009 How-To Newsletter.  www.firewise.org 

Information for article was provided to Firewise from Robert Mutch, Thank you! 

Instructor uses sandbox display to discuss wildfire and evacua-

tion with residents 

 2009 Fire Season Facts in the Northern Rockies  
 

 Total Acres Burned      47,176 
 Total Acres Burned Ten Year Average   417,865 
 Total Fires        1,647 
 Total Fires Ten Year Average    1,743 
 

SourceðNorthern Rockies Coordinating Group  http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/fire/nrcg/index.html  
 

THE FIREWISE COMMUNITY ð EXAMPLE 
Painted Rocks, MontanaðIntroducing the Concept of Prepare/Go Early/ or Stay and Defend 
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On the Road with Fire Ready Montana   
 

FireSafe Montana and Local FireSafe Councils across the state joined forces with the Governorôs Office of 
Community Service, State Auditorôs Office, AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, Citizen Corps, MT Conservation Corps, 
MT DNRC, Local Fire Departments, DES, USFS, and BLM to put on Montanaôs first state-wide campaign titled 
Fire Ready Montana.  This event was held August 24 -29, 2009. 
 

First Stop ï Whitefish, Montana!  
Nearly 30 people turned out in Whitefish to get Fire Ready with a Map Your Neighborhood training session put on by 
Montana Citizen Corps trainer, Lorri Ward Brown. Whitefish Area Fire Safe Council and representatives from several 
agencies, including the Forest Service, MT DNRC, and the Whitefish Fire Department joined other community mem-
bers to learn how they can be better prepared in the event of a disaster.  

 

Figure 1  Whitefish residents learn how they can help their neighborhood prepare. 

ñThe Map Your Neighborhood training was very interesting and helpful,ò expressed 
Mike Frost, Board member for the Whitefish Area FireSafe Council.  The Whitefish 
Fire Dept. also shared how they will be using the Map Your Neighborhood concept 
and materials to support their GIS mapping project.  FireSafe Council members 
were pleased that several homeowners attended this community event so they can 
take the information back to their neighbors to coordinate emergency prepared-
ness.  To further enhance volunteer preparedness levels, many participants ex-
pressed an interest in receiving Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
training provided by the Governorôs Office of Community Service. 

 

Day Two of the Fire Ready Montana Tour  - Libby, Montana  
Approximately 20 people attended the Fire Ready Montana event at City Hall.  The Governorôs Office of Community 
Service presented Map Your Neighborhood training and several Fire Ready partners, including MT DNRC, Libby Fire 
Dept., Northwest Regional RC&D, the State Auditorôs Office/Insurance 
Division, Firewise, and the Red Cross were on hand to share important 
fire mitigation information with the community.  ñThe Map Your Neighbor-
hood training was a wonderful educational opportunity for us,ò said Vic 
White, Director, Lincoln County Emergency Management Agency.  He 
added, ñMap Your Neighborhood is a really good, simple plan for our citi-
zens to follow in order to be prepared.ò  Additional training was requested 
for the Lincoln County Fire Co-op, which consists of 10 different fire de-
partments.  We look forward to visiting Libby again!  Special thanks to Don 
Crawford, Ed Levert, and Lincoln County FireSafe Council for hosting this 
terrific event! 
 

Day Three Fire Ready Montana ï Missoula, Montana  
Governor Brian Schweitzer, surrounded by a crowd of 40 and fire engines, 
officially kicked off Fire Ready Montana.  Joining the press conference 
were MT DNRC, Missoula Rural Fire Department, local legislators, Mis-

soula City DES, Governorôs Office of Community Service, RSVP, and commu-
nity members.  The Governor thanked the community for taking the lead 
in preparing for fires, long before the 30 minute warning to evacuate.    
 

Missoulaôs evening program began with Mayor Engen welcoming more than 
40 Missoula residents and representatives from several agencies to the Fire 
Ready Montana event!  Jake Kreilick of FireSafe Montana presented practical 
steps and community-wide planning for fire mitigation and emceed the eve-
ningôs program.  The First Lady Nancy Schweitzer was also in attendance and 
participated in the Map Your Neighborhood training that was offered.  Special 
presentations were also made by Missoula Co. Fire Protection Assoc., USFS, 
MT DNRC, Farmers Insurance, and Bitter Root RC&D.   
 

Figure 3 The Governor with Missoula Fire District  

Figure 2 Libby residents gather information at the 
Fire Ready Montana Event 


