
Contractual Services with Gallatin Co. Extension 

Greetings From FireSafe Montana 

Montanans received a much-needed reprieve this past year 
from wildfires and a brief respite from our current climatic pat-
tern of extended heat waves, diminishing snowpack and 
smoky air sheds. Though we enjoyed a cooler, wetter sum-
mer, it would be foolish to think that big wildfires are no longer 
a major threat. 
 
Our growing number of communities and rapidly increasing 
population in or adjacent to Montana’s forests and means that 
risk to our citizenry is increasing. This spiraling pattern of de-
velopment is on a collision course with grim weather forecasts pointing to regional droughts 
and other weather-related events attributed to climate change. We simply can’t afford to be 
complacent or ignorant on this issue.   
 
FireSafe Montana, a newly formed non-governmental organization, is dedicated to prepar-
ing Montana’s citizens and its communities for the worst. We must continue to inform the 
newcomers and to mobilize the natives if we are to prevent calamities like we’ve witnessed 
down in California. There are many things you can do to ensure not only your family’s sur-
vival but your home and property’s defense as well. Taken together and multiplied across 
Montana’s 56 counties, we can reduce risk, lessen impacts and control costs from wildfires. 
 
FireSafe Montana’s mission is to bridge the gap between public agencies involved in fire-
fighting and mitigation programs and local landowners in their associated communities.  If 
we can better prepare individuals and communities for wildfires, we can not only save lives 
but also reduce property losses and firefighting expenditures.  Our primary goal is to grow a 
statewide network of local FireSafe councils. 
 
Our central message to homeowners living in Montana’s forests and grasslands is that by 
taking some personal responsibility to apply Firewise practices around your home and on 
your property, you will greatly increase the chances of you and your home surviving.  How-
ever, simply doing the work around your home, doesn’t guarantee your protection as there 
is a greater need to get you neighbors involved as well as organizing your larger community 
to prepare for these events.   Hence the greater need to form a local FireSafe council. 
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FireSafe Montana 

Upcoming Events: 

January 14th Mon-

tana Non-Profits Day 

at the Capital 

January 21st  Fire-

Safe MT Board of 

Directors meets in 

Helena 

January 25-27 Har-

vesting Clean Energy 

Conference in Billings 

March 22-26 WUI 

2009 Conference 

Reno, Nevada 

 

For More Info Email: 

gallatin3@montana.edu 

 

Newsletter 

Welcome FireSafe Montana's new Executive Director Crystal Hagerman.  Crystal works for 
the Gallatin County Extension Office in Belgrade and will manage FireSafe Montana's daily 
activities for the next 6 months until the Board finalizes future plans.  Our former Executive 
Director, Patrick McKelvey is now on the Board. 



Steps for Forming a FireSafe Council 

Invite FireSafe Montana To Your Next Community Meeting 

What will a FireSafe Council Do For YOU? 

We all know that fire is a fact of life in Montana.   
Learning to live with fire means protecting our community assets from potential wildfire damage.   
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FireSafe Montana is seeking to host a series of educational workshops this winter and spring around the state.  We would also be 
glad to come and speak to your group, to your neighborhood or your community no matter  what stage you are in the process.  What 
FireSafe Montana is looking for are individuals, representative of local municipal and or county entities and other interested stake-
holders to help us organize a workshop in your community or in your area.  The list of invitees would include local landowners or 
neighborhood associations who have participated in fuels reductions programs, isolated subdivision dwellers or homeowners who are 
located in or adjacent to public lands but have yet to do thinning treatments.  In addition, we encourage other key players engaged in 
fire protection and mitigation activities (like conservation groups, insurance companies and fuel reduction contractors) to attend. 
 
Please e-mail or call our Executive Director, Crystal Hagerman, to let us know if you are inter-
ested in working with FireSafe Montana.  Aside from Crystal, our Board of Directors will be 
pitching in to help organize these workshops and we are also more than willing to do a pres-
entation at your meeting  for those who are just starting out.   

                                                                     
       Email:  gallatin3@montana.edu 

Phone: 406.431.8718 
 
 

 
 

 

Mobilize people in the community  

Create a powerful group initiative 

Save lives, property and money                                              

from wildfires 

 

Develop an emergency preparedness plan 

Provide an opportunity for community residents 

to voice their concerns about public safety issues 

Increase the chances that homes will continue to 

be insured 

What a FireSafe Council Can Do For You: 

Recruit members, identify public and private partners in your community. 

Send out invitation for your first meeting and contact FireSafe Montana for assistance or to attend your meeting. 

First meeting develop goals and objectives, membership roster, high fire hazard areas, fire safe projects, appoint executive offi-

cers and schedule next meeting. 

Second meeting develop mission statement, overall objectives, finalize name and or logo, assign responsibilities for projects and 

target future members. 

Third meeting approve the mission statement and goals, ask members to provide status reports, look to the future 

Sustain Momentum Recruit new members, have each member bring new ideas, communicate with other FireSafe councils, get 

help from statewide council, participate in community events, generate publicity and celebrate the success! 

The size and the composition of these FireSafe councils is entirely up to the local people (landowners, businesses, organizations, 
etc.) who are involved.  A council could consist of a handful of property owners living together up a remote canyon or it could en-
velop a larger subdivision or neighborhood on the outskirts of town.  



 
 
 
Highlights: 
 

Conference workshops and case studies—

Incorporated into educational tracks that encompass pre-

vention, education & mitigation, suppression strategies 

and tactics and Wildland fire policy 

Headline news—If its in the news its at WUI 2009.  Learn 

from the real experiences of those who have been battling 

largest Wildland fires of the last few years. 

NWCG and NIMS certifications—Check out the courses 

that offer the certification you are looking for. 

WHY ATTEND THE WUI 2009? 
 
Federal, state & local wildland fire personnel & resources 

have come together to provide: 

 

Operational best practices, innovations & proce-

dures for preparedness & response 

Networking with peers on shared issues like ensur-

ing firefighter safety, engaging community stake-

holders as partners & improving community planning 

projects 

New technologies and products to you can apply 

to the WUI problem 
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Visit:  http://www.iafc.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=100 

We Want to Hear from Fuels Reduction Contractors 
FireSafe Montana will be conducting a survey to receive input from Hazardous Fuels Contractors throughout the state of 
Montana.  We will be looking to collect information on how FireSafe Montana can better serve our fuels hazardous fuels 
reduction contractors.  As our main goal is to help communities become better protected from Wildland fires and without 
contractors to do the work this could not be possible.   
 

To receive further information on our contractors survey please visit our website at www.firesafemt.org  
 or call 406.431.8718 

 

 

•Building standards in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 

• Require DNRC to identify the WUI in every county 

•Identify building requirements in the WUI 

•Require insurers to provide Best Practices in the WUI to their insured 

•Require a Forest Management Plan on lands owned by Fish Wildlife and Parks 

•Allow DNRC to participate in Federal Forest Management 

•Allow DNRC to intervene in litigation on federal forest projects if there is a threat to public health & safety. 

•A joint resolution to encourage Congress to move on hazardous fuels emergencies and reduction projects 

•Allow local govt. to declare a community decay if fuels are allowed to buildup in the WUI 

•Allow DNRC engines to engage in initial attack on all lands if fire threatens state or private land 

 

2009 MT Legislature Session Convenes  

Information on bills visit: http://leg.mt.gov/css/default.asp 

Currently 28 bills have been introduced that need our attention, many other bills are still in the drafting stage.  The state 
needs your comment, encouragement, and studying of the bills that may affect you.   

Bills to watch for: 

Wildland Urban Interface Conference 2009 
March 22-26 

View Exhibits 24-25 
Grand Sierra Resort & Casino 

Reno, Nevada The size and the composition of these FireSafe councils is entirely up to the local people (landowners, businesses, organizations, 
etc.) who are involved.  A council could consist of a handful of property owners living together up a remote canyon or it could en-
velop a larger subdivision or neighborhood on the outskirts of town.  



Thank You To Our 2008 FireSafe MT 

Members & Sponsors 
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Alen Tresemer 

Ameya Preserve 

Andesite Property Rehab 

B&E Forestry 

Beartooth RC&D 

Beaverhead County DES 

Big Fork Fire Dept. 

Big Sky Hazard Management LLC 

Bitter Root RC&D 

Blackbull Wildfire Solutions 

BLM 

Carter County 

City of Helena 

Columbus Fire & Rescue 

Davis Trees LLC 

Double Creek Ranch 

Farmers Insurance 

Fergus County Planning 

Fire Info & Risk Mgmt. Comm. 

Flathead Policy Center 

Fred Bell Real Estate 

Frenchtown Fire District 

Fuels Reduction Services 

Gallatin County Fire Council 

Garfield County 

Get-R-Done Wiest 

Lincoln Co. Fire Steering Com. Lion Moun-

tain Homeowners Ass.Low Impact Forestry 

Martha Smith 

Mike Koehnke 

Missoula County 

Missoula Rural Fire Dist. 

Montana DNRC 

Pat McKelvey 

Park County Fire Council 

Red Lodge Fire Dept. 

Resource Specialties 

Rosebud County 

Sanders County 

Scottõs Fire Services Inc. 

South Central FireSafe Coop 

State Farm Insurance 

Stillwater Co.FireSafe Council 

Terina Mullen 

Tri-County FireSafe Working Grp 

USFS 

Valley County Fire 

Wildfire Solutions 

Wildwest Institute 

Wolf Creek Volunteer Fire Co. 



Please consider joining  
FireSafe Montana in 2009  

 
choose from one of the following categories 
 
 
As a Voting Member... 
Allows you to vote for the Board of Directors at the annual meeting 
and help set the direction of the organization. 
 

□ $30.00 
 
 
As a Non-Voting Member... 
Enables you to receive FireSafe Montana’s informational materials 
and access to local resources and technical assistance. 
 

□$15.00 
 
 
As a Sponsoring Member... 
Provides business membership for companies who are directly or 
indirectly involved in wildfire mitigation and education 
 

□ $250.00 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to: FireSafe Montana 
Mail to:  
FireSafe Montana 
PO Box 1960 
Helena, MT 59624 
 

Or charge my credit card: □ VISA □ MC 
Card # __________________________________ Exp Date _______  
3 Digit Security Code---______________________________________ 
Name _________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________ ST ______ Zip ________ 
Phone _________________________ Email ___________________    
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Join Online ï 

www.firesafemt.org 



PO Box 1960 

Helena, MT  59624 

Phone: 406.431.8718 

Fax: 406.388.3243 

E-mail: gallatin3@montana.edu 

FireSafe Montana 

Coming Soonéé. 

 
 Montanaõs 2009 edition of  

òLiving with Fireó Homeowners Guide 

We are on the Web 

www.firesafemt.org 
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