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Remembering the 1910 fires
at wildfire preparedness mixer

The Whitefish Area Fire Safe Council held a wildfire preparedness mixer Tuesday at the
O’Shaughnessy Center. The event was open to the public and aimed to educate home owners
about how to properly ready their property for fire season. Top, Tami Paasch, a fire prevention tech-
nician and firefighter with the DNRC, speaks about eliminating ladder fuels and protecting a home
from wildfires. Above, Smokey Bear waves to a suspicious Madeleine Wolcott, 1, at the mixer.

)

Cassie Coburn, Katie Fyall and Amber Coburn
hang out with Smokey.

Jamie Tripp, a Forest Service fire management offi-
cer with the Tally Lake Ranger District, hands out
Smokey Bear gear to guests at the mixer.

Used with Permission. Whitefish Pilot Photos by Matt Baldwin



FireSafe Montana Hires new Executive Director

In May FireSafe Montana hired their first full time Executive Director. Matt
Wolcott comes to FSM with a varied background in Fire operations and Ad
ministration. Matt served as a wildfire consultant and director of operations

for a wildfire consulting company and has worked with both volunteer and
paid staff fire departments. Since taking over this position, Matt has been
engaging with fire departments , homeowners, and federal state and local
government organizations to continue the FireSafe efforts and recommit to
ongoing partnerships. FireSafe is reevaluating their mission and strategy did
with the help of the Board of Directors feels confident that we remain a
strong and viable organization with much to offer. Be on the lookout for exgit-
ing things to come.

2011 NRCG Fire Prevention and
Education Conference

April 122 2011

Watch for
more V
information to Fin es‘alﬁq
come
O é Save the date
MonraN®

Contact: Lisa Osborn

F406-295-7558

losborn@fs.fed.us Location:  West Yellowstone Holiday Inn
315 Yellowstone Avenue, West Yellowstone, MT 59758
(406) 646-7365
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Where to Go for Cost -Share Assistance

Mont anads s uc elaeprograms, both & secwisgtas well as delivering, is due in large part to several
long-standing cooperative partnerships. These partnerships are scattered across the state and should be your first
stop in seeking possible cost-share opportunities. Many of the programs have minimal landowner match require-
ments. Below is a snapshot the cooperators who offer cost-share assistance through MT DNRC and BLM.

Snowy Mountain Development Cooperation 3 (406) 535-2591: Serves Petroleum, Fergus, Judith Basin, and Mus-
selshell, Golden Valley, Wheatland Counties. Call to receive additional information.

Chouteau County 9 (406) 622-3751: Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information

Chippewa Cree/Rocky Boy 9 (406) 395-4207: Community assistance grant available, call for more information.

North Central RC&D & (406) 434-9161 x112: Community assistance grant available, call for more information.

Lake County & (406) 883-6999: Lake County Emergency Services administers hazardous fuels reduction and forest
restoration grants on private lands throughout Lake County.

Northern Rocky Mountain RC&D & (406) 388-3213: Covers Gallatin, Park, and Meagher Counties, this program
assists private landowners with hazardous fuels reductions projects in the wildland urban interface.

Bitterroot RC&D 8 (406) 363-1444 x5: Covers Ravalli, Missoula, and Mineral Counties, receives fuel reduction
funds targeted at the landowner cost-share in Potomac Valley as well as Seeley Lake area.

Northwest RC&D & (406) 293-8885: Covers Lincoln, Sanders, Lake, and Flathead Counties, administers hazard
fuels reduction grants in 5 area; Trego, Libby. Marion, Whitefish, and Echo/Blaine Lakes.

Headwaters RC&D 0 (406) 728-7333: Covers Beaverhead, Madison, Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, Granite, Powell, Jef-
ferson and Broadwater Counties, administers landowner assistance grants for fuels reduction projects within wildland
urban interface areas in EIk Meadows, Silver Lake and Ennis areas of Deer Lodge and Madison Counties

Beartooth RC&D & chris.mehus@rcdenet.net:  Community assistance grant available, email for more information.

Beaverhead County & (406) 683-3780: Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information.

Madison County & (406) 843-5268: Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information.

Blackfoot Challenge 98 (406) 793-3900: Program covers Missoula, Powell, and parts of Lewis & Clark County.

Swan Ecosystem Center 98 (406) 754-3137: Administer grants for forest stewardship activities on private lands
within the Swan Valley. Activities target hazard fuels reduction, forest health, forest restoration, & water/soil quality.

Tri-County Firesafe Working Group 8 (406) 447-8225: Serves three Counties, Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, & Broad-
water, funds are primarily directed to hazard fuel reduction within priority wildland urban interface areas.

Monarch/Neihart & (406) 236-5564: Community assistance grant available, call to receive more information.

Rosebud Co. Fire Warden 9 (406) 346-4270: Landowner assistance grants available for hazard fuels reduction &
forest restoration activities on family forest lands in the Rosebud Creek and Tongue River Watersheds.

Sweet Grass County Conservation District T guelda.halverson@mt.nacdnet.net:  Community assistance grant
available, email receive more information.

Valley County d (406) 228-6219: Community assistance grant
available, call to receive more information.

° ® North Centrad
Treasure County i clerkrecorder@rangeweb.net Nor wrest MT Montana RCAD
Big Sky EDA -Yellowstone County & Dianne@bigskyeda.org
McCone County 8 mcondes@midrivers.com

Cental gl

Garfield Co. Conservation District i %’I :‘&"3
amanda.hom@mt.nacdnet.net e

Carter Co. DES 0 cloehding@midrivers.net

Custer County i_tmiller@milescity.mt.org .B‘h‘é&”g"

Powder River Co. 8 wellvu@aim.com
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oProtecting Lives and Property in the
Wildland odUrban Interface: Communities in
TECHNOLOGY Montana and Southern
Cali fornia Adopt Austral.i

Former FSM Board Member gets published. Bob
Mutch a former board member of FSM and current
member of the Painted Rocks FireSafe Council was re-
cently published in Fire Technology Journal.

You can check out the article by clicking on the title above

-(..,. Joben M. Watts, Iv ﬁ.‘
WrPA

Tri T County FireSafe Working Group Citizen
Evacuation Guide

LiDE _[:jm i
WORKING GROUP

Evacuating To Safetywic-

fire Evacuation Guide for Residents and Visi-
tors of Lewis and Clark County, Jefferson
County and Broadwater County.

http://www.firesafemt.org/Resources /Evacuation and Fire Pre Planning

Click Above to View the Brochure



http://www.firesafemt.org/uploads/docs/Evacuating%20to%20Safety.pdf
http://www.springerlink.com/content/w7t5568818420713/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/w7t5568818420713/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/w7t5568818420713/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/w7t5568818420713/

B Psinted Rocks Staff Ride

So, whatdés in a Staff Ride for
West Fork Fire Districts? Painted Rocks Fire District personnel organized and con-
ducted two excellent training sessions for residents in June 2008 and June 2009. The
training was focused on the Painted Rocks interface strategy to protect residents and
property o titled Prepare, Go Early, or Stay and Defend (P/GE/SD). Shortly after the
June 2009 training, the idea was developed to conduct an actual Staff Ride, a hands
on learning experience, for residents of the two districts at the August 7, 2010, Resi-
dent Fire Training session. The Staff Ride recreate the tragedy of one family, the
Roach family, as they, along with friends, evacuated their home in several vehicles for
the safety of Fire Station No. 78 just one-third of a mile away. In this short journey
the family was trying to avoid the tragic consequences of being overrun by the Para-
dise Fire, which had been started by a person at 1:00 a.m. the morning of October 26,
b gt 2010.

The training participants actually walked
onet hird of a mile from a
to the Painted Rocks Fire Station. Along this
walk participants were exposed to the stories of
mother Lori Roach, father John Roach, daugh-
d ter Ashleigh, daughter Allyson, and son Jason.
f There were five Stands in all in this Staff
' Rided four along the West Fork Rd. and Stand
: 5 back at

- the Painted Rocks Fire Station.
Following the journey of onethird mile,

L R e the training participants engaged in a discus-
sion of Lessons Learned from the experie
pants then discussed what personal actions to take to ensure that family members

and property will ,bhe L o1t of

way in the future.

The Staff Ride was filmed by Mis-8&&
soula videographer lan Marquand. A &
DVD will be produced to share with 3 M raretrons Y
others in Montana and beyond to stressEl[==="—" = il -
the importance of preparing a fire safe [l o~oionecs Pl | 8
family, home, and property well before i |
subsequent fire seasons. The DVD pro- | “sieesct = S E
ject is funded and sponsored by Fire- -

Safe Montana, the Wildland Fire Les-
sons Learned Center, and the Wolf
Creek-Craig Fire Department.
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Fire activity to Date

MONTANA

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Land Management
Fish & Wildlife Service
Mational Park Service
Private Land

Dept of Natural Resources &
Conservation

USDA Forest Service

BlA 212 1,827 26 121
BLM 13 1,155 50 9,631
FWs 1 2 3] 17,226
NP5 0 ] 5 0

PRI 185 11,545 52 1,618
MTS 24 443 14 a7y
USF5 115 1,882 173 4,823

Fire Predictions

Northern Rockies : Normal significant fire potential is expected throughout the outlook period.
Precipitation at the end of August has greatly reduced fire potential across the region. September is
typically a transition month when a series of cool, wet weather systems bring an end to the fire season
in the mountains. In September, the focus normally shifts to eastern Montana and the Dakotas as the
grasslands complete their curing process. Little if any fire activity is expected after September.
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Click the Following Link to view.

http://www.firesafemt.org/Resources_/Evacuation_and_Fire _Pre_Planning_

Ready Set Go Montana
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Fire Ready
Montana:

Are you
ready?

GET THE LATEST >

serve.mt.gov

“Thank you
for serving!” »



http://www.firesafemt.org/Resources_/Evacuation_and_Fire_Pre_Planning_
http://serve.mt.gov/?page_id=2525
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Live in the wildland interface? Don’t expect
fire help

Story Discussion Fort: Slee
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Montansns living in the wildlsnd wrban interface

should anticipate not getting gowvernment help if
a fire catches near their homes inowooded areas,
Gow. Brizn Schweitzer said.

“If you live in that interface, ket's just assums
wou won't get help,” Schweitzer said. ™ou're
recponsible for your own situation.”

People who chooss to live in these arsss must
take on some personsl responsibility and thin
tress near their homes and maks swre they have
meore than one road out if fires ocowr, he said.

“ou have 3 personal responsibility,” Schweitzer
=aid. “Don’t leok for the govermment to bail you
oirt.”

Schweitzer, spesking at a fire season briefing,
=aid some of the milions of dollars spent by the
state and federsl governments on firefighting go
fior “protecting a few homes and buwildings built in
harm’s way.”

“We are not going to sacrifice ons person’s
{firefighters) life for one person’s home,” he

=aid. “If you act today, you may sawve your life
and your home,”

The gowvernor suggested a couple of ways for homeowners to determine if they nesd to remove
some trees that are too close for their homes in woodsed arsss.

If people can throw pillows underhandsd out of their windows and hit trees, they have a problem.
Likewize, they nesd to do something if they open a window, extend their arms and can towch tress,

“If you hawve some defensible space sround youwr homs, you will probably sawve youwr home,” he
=aid.
State Matwural Resources and Conservation Director Many Sexton ssid some unemployed loggers

are going house to howse in some wooded areas and asking to get homeowners to hire them to thin
trees. It has 3 double advantage, she said.

“Loggers are getting back to work, and homeownears are getting work done,” she said.

Picking wp President Barack Obams’s call, Schweitzer said he will check with his community
sarvice office to se= if federal community service woluntesrs could be used help elderhy people
thin tress arownd their homes if they live in the whan wildland interface. They might be sble to
inform other homeowners what steps they nesd to take, he said.

Seccton outlined how the state for the first time in years has appropristed fire mitigation money in
advance instesd of through supplemental appropristions after the fire seasons.

The Legislature appropristed 330 million for the teo-year peried that begins Juhy 1.
“We can not onhy build the army, we can fight the war,” Sexton s5id.

Cogpyrigine 2010 hezlamair ooem. Al rigihes resensedl. Thiks materisl mmay mod e puindisned, broedoess, rewriSen or redlisriiouted
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Click on the Living With Wildfires of 1910
Fire Booklet to view!

Fires of 1910 Video: Click on the Picture below to watch the video.

Century of Fire - Part 11 - The Fires of 1910

Firesafe Montana
BookletInside!

P o] 00:00/30:47 @ (& ]

FSM Board Member Bill Swope at the 1910 Commemoration

THIS GUIDE CONTAINS INFORMATION ABOUT:
~ Fire Behavior
~ Montana’s Fire Environment
~ Home Ignition Zones
~ Survivable Space Management Zones
~ Creating Survivable Space
~ Wildfire Emergency Guidelines
~ Frequently Asked Questions
~ What a firesafe council does

“One of the best overall wildfire preparedness guides
around. Excellent resource!”
Lincoln Chute, Flathead Co. Fire Warden

“Clear, concise, and complete. This guide has it all.”
- Doug Loy, Asst. Fire Chief/Fre Marshal - Whitefish Fire Dept.

Brought to you by the Whitefish Area
Fire Safe Council.
www.wafsc.com

A special thanks to Fire Safe Montana for the Living with
Fire Guide and the Whitefish Rural Fire Service Area Board
for covering the distribution costs.

18,000 Living with Fire recently distributed to
Northwestern Montana!
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http://www.firesafemt.org/uploads/docs/Living w Fire FSM 2009.pdf
http://www.firesafemt.org/uploads/docs/Living%20w%20Fire%20FSM%202009.pdf
http://www.firesafemt.org/uploads/docs/Living%20w%20Fire%20FSM%202009.pdf
http://www.firesafemt.org/Resources_/WIldfires_of_1910

