
In 2009 the committee de-

cided to have a common fire 

prevention and education 

message that all of the zones 

could use. The theme for the 

c a m p a i g n  w a s 

THINKé..Before 

You Light It.  The 

following graphic 

was designed to 

use with the 

theme.  Reusable 

shopping bags 

w i t h  t h e 

Think...Before You Light It 

graphic were purchased by 

the committee and distrib-

uted to each zone represen-

tative.  The zone reps then 

handed them out within their 

zones.  The committee also 

designed new fire preven-

tion portal signs  to use 

throughout the region.  

There are 4 new sign mes-

sages now available through 

UNICORðBefore You 

Light It Be Prepared to 

Fight It (with 

picture of 

bucket, rake, 

shovel & 

hose) or 

Think Before 

You Light It 

(with picture 

of bucket, shovel and hose 

& Smokey Bear), also Per-

mits Required for Outdoor 

Burning (with Picture of 

Smokey Bear). 

The Northern Rockies did 

not have their bi-annual 

workshop this past year. 

Instead we were asked to 

help with the National Wild-

land Urban Interface Confer-

ence put on by the IAFC in 

Reno, NV.   

The committee also had 

planned on teaching the 

newly  redesigned  P101ð

Fire Prevention and Educa-

tion 1, however due to travel 

restrictions there were not 

enough people signed up for 

the course.   

This course is  designed for 

anyone who participates in 

wildland prevention educa-

tion/mitigation activities.  

The hope is to teach this in 

the future. 

Looking Ahead in Fire Education/
Prevention & Mitigation  

The 2010 Great Basin/ 

Northern Rockies Fire Edu-

cation/Prevention Workshop 

will be in Salt Lake City, the 

week of April 12th.  The NR 

committee has decided to 

have a 2011 Fire Prevention 

Workshop. 

FireSafe MT has also set the 

date for their Communities 

& Wildfire Conference at 

Fairmont Hot Springs on 

Feb. 25-27,2010. 

For the next few years we 

will continue with the 

THINKéé campaign.    We 

will use various  themes for 

the campaign such as 

THINKé.Before You Burn, 

THINKé.About  Defensi-

ble Space, etc. 

We are planning on  pur-

chasing products (ex. water 

bottles or bags) in 2010 that 

will again be distributed to 

all the zones. 

There will be a Fire Preven-

tion Team member training 

on February 8-12th, 2010 in 

Salt Lake City. 

An other  item being pur-

sued includes coordinating 

fire prevention days at uni-

versity football games in the 

Northern Rockies (UM, 

MSU and  UI).  

A Message from the Chair: 

If you have any comments or 

questions about activities 

that are occurring in the 

Northern Rockies or your 

zone please feel free to con-

tact me or your zone repre-

sentative.   

ThanksððLisa Osborn  
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Fort Belknap Contracts to 

Protect Towns 
  
Fire management staff from the Fort 

Belknap Fire Management program re-

cently completed a 36 acre thinning unit 

(hazardous fuels project) with the BLM. 

The fuel break project adjacent to the 

towns of Landusky and Zortman pro-

vided contract work for 20 tribal fuels 

crewmembers in north central Montana.  

  

The partnership between the tribe and 

BLM creates a seamless approach to pro-

tecting fire fighters and the public during 

a wildfire situation.  

 

Fort Belknap is a 650 thousand acre res-

ervation about 100 miles northeast of 

Lewistown, Montana.  Fort Belknap 

tribal hand crew has completed numerous 

fuels reduction projects on tribal lands 

adjacent to the two towns in the Little 

Rockies area. The BLM has also been 

working on firebreaks for Landusky and 

Zortman communities for several years.  

However, to expand their wildfire protec-

tion efforts, they needed to work together 

to further protect these Wildland Urban 

Interface areas.  Tribal management, fu-

els and prevention specialists worked 

closely with BLM staff to identify key  

 

 

hazardous areas along their two bounda-

ries. 

 

The first collaborative project was com-

pleted in September 2008 near Landusky 

and Zortman.  A cost-share agreement 

gave the hand crew the authority to com-

plete the work.  The tribe paid for labor 

and the supplies for work done on tribal 

lands, while the BLM paid the hand crew 

for work done on BLM lands. The tribe 

and BLM plan to continue this fire miti-

gation effort for communities they share 

wildfire protection concerns.ðDavid 

Peters, BIA Inter-Regional WUI/

Prevention Specialist  

 

 

New Fire Danger Signs 

Near Winnett, MT  

In June, a crew from the Bureau of Land 

Managementôs Central Montana Fire 

Zone in Lewistown  installed two fire 

danger signs near Winnett, Montana. The 

signs were created as part of a coopera-

tive effort among the Petroleum County 

Fire Warden, the Petroleum County Vol-

unteer Fire Department, and the BLM. 

The signs serve as important fire preven-

tion tools that provide  public service 

announcements and reminders to recrea-

tional visitors and area residents about 

how receptive fuels can be to an ignition 

source.  Such signs have proven to help 

the public think about their actions and 

behaviors (as they relate to fire) on our 

public lands.                                           

Karly Krausz, BLM Fire Mitigation & 

Education Specialist, coordinated these 

efforts after seeing the need to inform the 

public of the current fire danger.  She 

also worked hard with the local fire de-

partments, which furthers the BLMôs goal 

of working cooperatively with other fire-

fighting agencies.                                    

The BLM purchased and installed the 

signs and the county fire warden and 

volunteer fire department will maintain 

them and change the danger ratings 

through out  the fire season.  A represen-

tative from the Lewistown Interagency 

Fire Dispatch Center contacts the fire 

departments when changes need to be 

made to the sign.   

In addition to these signs near Winnett, 

Krausz has also set up sign programs 

with the Dearborn Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment and the Long Run Fire Department 

in Valley County.  In the future, the BLM 

hopes to continue and expand this effort 

to other counties in the Eastern Zone.ð- 

Karly Krausz 406-538-1086 or 

kkrausz@blm.gov. 

. 

Page 2 

Eastern Zone Highlights  

NRCG PREVENTION & EDUCATION COMMITTEE NEWS  

Fort Belknap tribes and BLM working together to provide fire mitigation for 

communities with wildfire protection concerns 

Recently installed fire danger sign near Winnett, Montana. 
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tion/WUI protection. 

Since beginning the community risk as-

sessment program, the tribe has com-

pleted 18 two acre HIZ firebreaks.  Staff 

is working with five contractors to com-

plete other high priority fuels work. Tri-

bally owned chainsaws, weed eaters and 

chipper are some of the tools used to 

address the brush, aspen and lodgepole 

pine hazards. Also a strategic firebreak 

was established along a major highway 

next to communities. Crews have com-

pleted three miles of a 200ô wide fuel 

break along the road.  In 2009 a wildfire 

was slowed down enough for firefighters 

to put it out as it approached a commu-

nity, due to recent hazardous fuels reduc-

tion work. 

Hereôs to fire programs working together 

to protect Native communitiesð-David 

PetersðBIA-Inter-Regional WUI Spe-

cialist 

 

Tri -County Working Group 

Celebrating 25 Years  

Chippewa Cree Protects   

Communities 

Rocky Boy, Montanað-Just four years 

ago a 35 acre wildfire came within 300 

feet of one of the communities on the 

Chippewa Cree Nation. Since that time 

the fuels management program has been 

establishing fuel breaks to protect nine 

major communities. 

In November of last year the wildfire 

prevention and fuels programs began 

completing community risk assessments.  

Survey results helped the tribal wildland 

fire management staff prioritize home 

ignition zone (HIZ) firebreaks, in addi-

tion to new strategic fuel breaks.  That 

same month the tribe hired Larry Denny, 

Fire Prevention Technician, who has been 

working with Jason Lodgepole, Fuels 

Specialist and Emery Nault, Fire Man-

agement Officer on this Wildland Urban 

Interface project. Two months after the 

assessments began, fuels projects were 

prioritized and firebreaks were being 

completed. 

Larry, the most recently hired fire pre-

vention staff in the Rocky Mountain Re-

gion is from the Chippewa Cree Nation.  

He has been married for 15 years and has 

four children. Larry began working for 

BIA Roads 12 years ago.  Since then he 

has worked in forestry and fire, as a shop 

foreman, timber cruiser, engine operator, 

engine foreman and for the Bearpaw Hot-

shots.  After a brief career as a poker 

dealer at the local casino, Larry was 

drawn back to fire, this time in preven-
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Before and after Home Ignition Zone Fire-

breaks Implemented 

Larry Denny 

 

Coordinated Fuels Projects  



Perfect Day for Fire Preven-

tion on the Grid Iron!  

The sun was shining, and it was a perfect 

day for Fire Prevention on the grid iron!   

This very successful and worthwhile 

MSU Football Event brought together 

cooperators including the BLM, Forest 

Service, Bridger Canyon VFD and Boze-

man City FD . 

 Many times during the fall season wild-

fires are ignited  in the area by abandoned 

bonfires , hunter warming fires, and unat-

tended burn piles.  Just this fall the 

Bridger Canyon Fire Department had the 

human caused Flaming Arrow Fire.  

This event provided a timely venue to 

educate  the public about the problem. 

There was an opportunity to visit with 

folks while they tailgated prior to the 

game, handing out fire prevention and 

Smokey Bear materials.   In addition,  

Public Service Announcements and  

screen images were announced and dis-

played during the game.  Smokey hung 

out with the MSU mascot-Champ on the 

field prior to the game and then worked 

the crowd during the game. The engines 

were parked at the front entrance to the 

stadium for high visibility and  also 

helped spread the prevention message.   

The nearly 1,000 metal water bottles that 

were specially created for the event read, 

ñAre you a team player? Help Smokey 

and Champ Prevent Wildfires.ò They 

went like hotcakes! 

This was great exposure for our cause. 

Not only for the Bozeman and Gallatin 

County area, but also with Bobcat fans 

across the state.  Many thanks to Pete 

Korstad of Bobcat Sports Properties for 

this great opportunity!  It was well worth 

the time and effort. In addition, none of 

this would have been possible without the 

coordination of the Forest Service , BLM 

their local partners, and of course the 

Bobcats and their fans!ð-Terina Mullen-

BLM and Marianne Baumberger USFS 

 

USFS and NPS Receive 

Greater Yellowstone Grant for 

Wildfire Education  

The project,ò After the Fire: Place-based 

learning about fireôs role in the GYA 

ecosystemò, is designed to teach 4th-8th 

grade students in the Greater Yellowstone 

Area (GYA) community schools about 

fireôs role in the ecosystem.  

Through both classroom learning and 

field trips to burned areas in the GYA 

students will learn the basics of wildfire 

and its effects on different species in the 

GYA. They will also consider the social 

science aspects, including the publicôs 

attitudes toward fire and considerations 

that lead to fire management decisions 

using a fire management role-playing 

exercise.  The project incorporates lesson 

plans from the FireWorks curriculum, 

written by 

Jane Kapler 

Smith and 

Nancy E. 

McMurray 

o f  t h e 

R o c k y 

Mo u n t a i n 

R e s e a r c h 

Station in 

M issou la , 

MT. 

The project 

co o rd i n a -

tors, Traci Weaver-NPS and Marianne 

Baumberger USFS, have been training 

grad-students from the Teton Science 

School as well as students from  U of M 

Western-Dillon so they can help with the 

teaching of grade school students.   

Providing a consistent wildland fire mes-

sage  to school children around the GYA 

is  one of the goals of the project. It is 

also hoped the lesson plans that are de-

veloped can be used by other educators in 

the GYA.  

Greater Yellowstone Area Forest Fire 

Managers sponsored the grant and are 

providing support for the project. For 

more information about the project con-

tact Traci Weaver 307-739-3692 

traci_weaver@nps.gov or Marianne 

Baumberger 406-522-2549 mbaumber-

ger@fs.fed.us 

Sweetgrass County              

Childrenôs Center                  

Loves Smokey 

Every year during Fire Prevention Week, 

Sweet Grass Children's Center teaches 

preschool students about fire over a two 

week period.  The first week is spent 

learning about structure fire and fires in 

the home, and the second week focuses 

on wildland fire and ways to prevent 

wildfires.  Smokey Bear visited the two 

preschool classes and gave each student a 

bag full of Smokey Bear items.  The stu-

dents love Smokey Bear!ðKaren Tus-

cano USFS 

 

The Hebgen Basin Fire Dept.  Hosts 

Smokeyôs 65th Birthday at their  new   

fire station west of West Yellowstone, 

MT.  Together with Gallatin National 

Forest employees the department pro-

vided tours of the new station, hot dogs, 

and of course birthday cake for Smokey.  

The kids were treated to Smokey give a-

ways while adults learned more about 

area fuels reduction projects.  
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U of M Western students 
prepare for a hands-on lesson 

Champ and Smokey pose for a pregame 

photo opportunity!  

Marianne 
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The Lincoln County 

Fire Co-op Calendar 

consists of many volunteer 

fire departments, DNRC, 

Lincoln County Emer-

gency Management, Lin-

coln County Sheriff, Lin-

coln County Commission-

ers, Kootenai National 

Forest and Keep Montana 

Green.  For the last three 

years the group has de-

signed a Fire Prevention 

Calendar that includes all 

the participating agencies 

and outstanding local stu-

dents.  These calendars are promi-

nently displayed in most businesses, 

schools and shops in Lincoln County. 

Eureka 2nd Graders Attend 

Wildfire Day  

 Every year the 2nd grade students from 

Eureka Elementary visit the Black Butte 

lookout and learn about life on a look-

out.   They learn about campfire safety, 

fire ecology (lodgepole pine)  and go 

through the equipment on the fire en-

gines. They get to try on line gear and 

smokejumper gear. 

Red Flag Days 

During the fire season on Red Flag 

warning days the Kootenai National 

Forest is displaying red flags on all the 

Smokey Bear signs on the forest.  A  fire 

prevention technician writes an article 

for the newspaper and local radio sta-

tions about the meaning of red flag 

w a r n i n g s  a n d 

watches.  Information 

brochures are distrib-

uted to many local 

businesses about fire 

danger and red flag 

warnings. 

Firewise Event 

Several fire agencies 

in the Flathead Valley 

participated in a 

Whitefish Firesafe 

council Firewise 

event in June. The 

agencies and  numer-

ous local contractors 

cordoned off an entire 

block in Whitefish. They brought equip-

ment and set up displays to show folks 

what fuel reduction work could look like. 

The Flathead Forest staffed the Firewise 

trailer from the Bitterroot and provided 

Smokey. This was a well attended event 

with several hundred folks passing 

through during the day. 

Forestry Expo  

Forestry Expo is an annual event in the 

Flathead Valley and exposes the residents 

of NW Montana to many aspects of living 

in a forest environment.  The Flathead 

Forest has a fire booth with various educa-

tional topics from fire ecology to fire pre-

vention.   

Home Depot Safety Day 

The Kalispell Fire Department, the Flat-

head National Forest, Alert Helicopter and 

West Valley Fire and Home Depot Kalis-

pell had a public safety day. There was an 

engine display and an ambulance and the 

fire departments offered a free chimney 

brush loaner program.     

Smokeyôs 65th B-day                

 The Flathead Forest celebrated Smokey's 

65th Birthday at the NW Montana Fair 

this summer.  There was a display from 

the Washington Office, a giant wooden 

Smokey and video of historical PSA's. 

Kids and families could sign a large 

'birthday card' for Smokey -- which was 

very popular!   In cooperation with DNRC 

Smokey made an appearance at the fair-

grounds on Thursday afternoon, the pa-

rade on Friday morning and the rodeo on 

Friday night  The parade entry included a 

state and a Hungry Horse Ranger District 

engine as well as the state historic engine.   

About 50,000 people attend the NW Montana 

Fair. 

 

Tree City USA & Smokey 

The Hungry Horse R.D. with Smokey Bear 

helped celebrated the Columbia Falls Tree 

City USA event when they visited with stu-

dents planting trees.   

 

Smokey & Special Olympics 

Smokey Bear and a fire engine from the Swan 

Lake R.D. participated in the parade and vis-

ited with athletes and their families during the 

Winter Special Olympics in Whitefish. 

Signing Smokey Bearôs Birthday Card 

Iôm ready! 
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3rd Annual Old West                

Autumn Fest 

The Fire Smart Wagon was just one of 

the booths that children and adults could 

view during the3rd Annual Old West Au-

tumn Fest in Frenchtown, Montana, Sep-

tember 12, 2009.  This event was a fund-

raiser supporting Opportunity Resources, 

a Missoula organization that supports 

people with special needs. 

On hand were volunteers from DNRC, 

USFS, Frenchtown Fire and our very own 

Smokey Bear.  ñOur booth was mobbed 

with children of all ages,ò said Jan Phil-

lips, USFS.  Our goal was to hand out 

Smokey Bear trinkets to all the children 

and quiz them about proper ways to put 

out a campfire.  We were getting worried 

that we might run out of trinkets, but 

Smokey Bear came to the rescue,ò says 

Ms. Phillips 

ñThis was our first time to attend this 

event,ò says Debbie Lepo, USFS.  I am 

sure we will be back next year.  There are 

not many venues in the Missoula area 

that have so many different fun things for 

children to participate in,ò says Ms. Lepo.  

A record crowd of more than 2,000 peo-

ple attended.ð-Debbie Lepo USFS 

Mineral County                   

Fire Safe Trailer 

The children in Mineral County were 

very surprised when the Fire Safe Trailer 

arrived at their schools this past March.  

The MCFPA of Missoula County loaned 

the 22ô Trailer to the county to teach the 

students in grades K-6th about home 

safety.  At each school, the USFS, local 

fire departments and volunteers were on 

hand to assist with this event.  ñIn order 

to run the trailer with all the options, we 

needed at least 6 people to assists us,ò 

stated Debbie Lepo, USFS.  ñWe were 

able to get great participation from the 

locals in each town to help out.  All the 

children were so excited to go through 

the trailer.ò 

The Fire Safety Trailer is a specially de-

signed mobile home that allows children 

and adults a chance to identify fire 

safety hazards and to practice fire 

escapes.  The children learned why 

pot handles should never hang over a 

stove, best placement for  fire extin-

guisherôs, why flammable items 

should never be placed in front of 

wood stoveôs, tripping hazards, etc.  

But, the greatest lesson was the door 

that actually heated up and the bed-

room filled with mock smoke.  Chil-

dren learned how to properly feel the 

door for heat and to use your secon-

dary escape route, the window, in case of 

a fire.  They practiced to stay low when 

there is smoke and to safely crawl down a 

l a d d e r  t o  s a f e t y .   

 

Once the children went through the 

trailer, they learned about safe meeting 

points, should you have to leave your 

home in an emergency.  At their meeting 

point, the local fire departments then 

showed the children what they would 

look and sound like, if they ever were 

needed at their homes.  ñIt is very impor-

tant for children not to be scared and hide 

from a firefighter,ò stated John Wood-

land, Superior Fire Chief.   

The children ended the tour by making a 

call to 911.  Here the kids were asked 

their names, phone numbers and ad-

dresses.  ñIt was amazing how many kids 

did not know this information,ò said 

Todd Jacobson, USFS.  ñParents really 

need to step back to the basics and make 

sure their children know phone numbers 

and addresses.  It could save a life one 

day.òð-Deb Lepo USFS 

        

Smokey and 

Monte 

Champions 

of Defensible 

Space 

The Southwest 

Montana Zone 

is home to the 

University of 

Montana Grizzly Football team.  On Oc-

tober 10th, 2009 the Grizzly played at 

home against Cal Poly and the Southwest 

Zone took advantage of the opportunity 

to champion defensible space.   

Parallels were drawn between Smokey 

Bear and Monte (the Grizz mascot) where 

Smokey is an advocate for homeowners 

to create defensible space and Monte is 

cheering on the Griz football players to 

create defensible space on the field.  A 

quality t-shirt was produced as a give-

away item featuring Smokey and Monte. 

S m o k e y 

a t t e n d e d 

the game 

and made 

c o n t a c t s 

with the 

crowd by 

w a l k i n g 

around the 

stands, the 

mezzanine 

and tail-

gate par-

t i e s .  

S m o k e y 

also inter-

acted with 

Monte out 

on the 

field. 

S m o k e y 

was extremely well received by the game 

attendees.  Many people had their photos 

taken with Smokey. 

This event is a great way to get a message 

out to a lot of folks at once;  the Grizzly 

Stadium holds 26,000 people.  It is a local 

prevention event with the exposure to a 

statewide audience. 

This was an interagency sponsored event. 

South Western Zone Highlights  

Smokey and Monte 
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teacher Jill Wilson, local school teachers, 

and fire prevention specialists on the Nez 

Perce Forest, it is expected that the Fire 

Squirts program will continue in 2010. 

Idaho Firewise 
ðReceived a grant from BLM to fund 

a 2-year coordinator position.  The 

coordinator will be responsible for 

establishing Idaho Firewise as a non-

profit, maintaining the website, and 

developing new education initiatives.  

Outreach will be conducted this fall, 

and it is hoped a new coordinator will 

be on board early in 2010. 

ð-Received funding from the Nez 

Perce Tribe for an AmeriCorps posi-

tion to work with Idaho Firewise and to 

help develop events for the 100-year 

commemoration of the 1910 Fires in 

North Idaho.   

ð-Hired an advertising firm Drake 

Cooper to complete the website and to 

help develop new materials and out-

reach efforts in the future including a 

f u n d r a i s i n g  i n i t i a t i v e .  

www.idahofirewise.info. 

ð-Placed billboards around the state 

entitled ñWildfires happen hereé

Prepare Now!ò 

ð-Printed 2,000 posters for statewide 

distribution entitled ñYou donôt have to 

live in a Forest to be in a Wildfireò. 

ð-Purchased 53,000 coffee sleeves for 

distribution statewide with the message 

ñWake up and Smell the CoffeeéNot 

the Smoke!ò 

ð-Funded an Idaho Vandals Keep 

Idaho Green Radio Commercial. 

 

North Idaho 
The Kootenai Fire Prevention Co-op had 

several Smokey Bear 65th birthday 

events.  Several  cakes were donated by 

local grocery stores and ice cream by 

Baskins and Robins.  Smokey helped 

serve cake on mini Frisbees with the 

Smokey Bear 65th logo on them.   Lots of 

fire prevention materials were provided 

and the 13ô air filled inflatable Smokey 

greeted the visitors as they arrived.   Over 

2500 folks enjoyed the festivities. 

Spokane Indians                                    

Fire Prevention Night  

 This big event once again was a hit!   

Smokeyôs 65th birthday was  celebrated 

and rally rags were given to all of the 

participants.   Fire trucks from all the 

agencies were on site, fire prevention 

banners were in view on the filed, and 

fire prevention messages were displayed 

on the reader board on the field.  The 

children and adults participated in Fire 

prevention trivia and many prizes were 

distributed. 

New North Central Idaho Fire 

Prevention Cooperative Formed 

After more than two years of formative 

planning and leg work, the north central 

Idaho has formed a fire prevention coop-

erative. The North Central Idaho Fire 

Prevention Cooperative is comprised of 

structural and wildland fire fighting or-

ganizations, and covers Latah, Idaho, Nez 

Perce, Clearwater, and Lewis Counties. 

Many of the firefighting organizations 

participating in the Cooperative will pool 

resources, people, and funding to accom-

plish fire safety, fire prevention, mitiga-

tion, and education programs that they 

may not have been able to pursue on an 

individual level. Though the North Cen-

tral Idaho Cooperative is starting small, it 

has already covered several events this 

year, including the Nez Perce Fair, 

Grangevilleôs Border Days and the 

Lewiston Roundup. Working together, it 

is expected that there is opportunity for 

the Cooperative to grow while it reaches 

children, recreationists, visitors, and resi-

dents regarding aspects of fire awareness 

and education in order to prevent fires 

before they start. 

Numbering & Mapping of FS          

Dispersed Sites Completed 

Last fall  fire prevention techs on the 

Coeur d' Alene River Ranger District 

continued a numbering project of FS 

dispersed sites.  Each dispersed site on 

the district is now numbered and posted 

on site and will be marked on a map.  

When the map is completed it will be 

distributed to the LEO's,  FPO's, Recrea-

tion, fire prevention techs,  and Coeurd' 

Alene Dispatch.  In the past if there was 

an incident at one of the sites it could be 

difficult to give the location in a timely 

efficient matter, now it will be a fast and 

efficient process.  The total number of 

mapped sites ended up totaling 340!   

NEW! Idaho Guide & Forms for    

Conducting  Home  Evaluations 

The Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group 

has a new guide and forms for conducting 

defensible space home evaluations in 

Idaho.  The State Working Group devel-

oped standard forms that can be tailored 

to local needs, but still provide consistent 

base information for fire managers and 

Incident Teams.  The new Idaho Home 

Evaluation Guide and forms are avail-

able on the Idaho State Fire Plan Work-

i n g  G r o u p ô s  w e b s i t e :  

www.idahofireplan.org.   In addition, 

the State Working Group has a new 

Home Evaluation Cadre.  The cadre is 

an interagency team of fire managers who 

specialize in home evaluations.  Members 

will conduct training for local firefight-

ers, homeowners, and others, and will be 

available to assist Incident Command 

Teams.     
 Fire Squirts 

 ðIn 2008, the USFS, BLM, Framing 

Our Community (an Elk City non-profit 

community-based organization), and 

local school 

districts 

partnered to 

provide a 

summer 

opportunity 

for children 

in Idaho 

County.  

The Fire 

Squirts pro-

gram is a free, fun, educational week-

long camp that teaches children, ages 

eight to 14, about fire ecology, fire his-

tory, fire behavior, fire prevention, and 

fire suppression.   Children from the com-

munities of Elk City, White Bird , and 

Riggins participated in the camp.  As 

with past camps, experiments, artwork, 

and dramatic interpretation were all used 

to encourage learning about the fire trian-

gle, ladder fuels, and fire management.  

Adding to the fun was a field trip to the 

Price Valley, where children were able to 

watch a live demonstration by the heli-

rappel crew.  Watching crew members 

descend from helicopters was a highlight 

for everyone, with several camp partici-

pants becoming very excited about future 

jobs in fire.  Under the guidance of 
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Fire Squirts in Action 

http://www.idahofirewise.info

